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TraC is a member-based organization working to 
create more sustainable transportation alternatives on 
the Sunshine Coast. 
 
OUR MISSION 
 
● To advocate for and assist with the prioritizing, 

planning and delivery of alternative transportation 
initiatives and a multi-modal transportation 
network throughout the Sunshine Coast; 

● To promote a range of alternatives to private 
vehicles, including cycling, walking, and transit, 
such that they become an enjoyable and efficient 
means of transportation for residents of all ages 
and abilities; 

● To reduce our carbon footprint and improve 
livability on the Sunshine Coast. 
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Executive Summary 
 
In June 2020, Transportation Choices Sunshine Coast surveyed Coast residents to learn more 
about active transportation infrastructure needs on the Coast. The survey identified twelve 
locations of concern and asked respondents to indicate which ones posed the highest risk to 
cyclists and pedestrians. A total of 196 respondents completed the survey.  
 
Results 
 
The following chart indicates which locations were considered the highest priority by all 
respondents.1 Responses varied by where people lived, but Marine Drive between Gibsons and 
the Langdale ferry and Highway 101 in Wilson Creek were indicated as the highest areas for 
improvement among all respondents.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
1 For an interactive version of this chart that disaggregates results by municipality and other factors visit 
http://transportationchoices.ca/wp/survey-results-2020/. 
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Overall, respondents indicated they find much of the cycling and walking infrastructure on 
Sunshine Coast roadways to be unsafe or not enjoyable. Primary issues noted were the lack of 
adequate separation from vehicles, dangerous highway crossings, and poorly-constructed and 
poorly-maintained road shoulders. Respondents also voiced a strong demand for a continuous 
coast-wide cycle route completely separated from vehicle travel.  
 
TraC is urging the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI) and local government 
to complete bikeable shoulders along Highway 101, provide regular ongoing maintenance of 
these shoulders, and commit to the creation of a continuous coast-wide non-highway route using 
secondary roads. 
 
 Infrastructure Improvements by Priority, Type, and Responsibility 
 

Required 
Improvement 

Gibsons 
Area 

MOTI/SCRD Sechelt 
Area 

Bike lanes 1. Marine Drive between 
Town of Gibsons and 
Langdale Ferry 

1. Marine Drive between 
Town of Gibsons and 
Langdale Ferry 

 

Reed Road Reed Road 
 

6. Gibsons Way from School 
Rd. to Sunnycrest Rd. 

6. Gibsons Way from School 
Rd. to Sunnycrest Rd. 

 

10. North Rd from Hillcrest to 
School Road  

10. North Rd from Hillcrest to 
School Road  

 

 
7. Lower Road ocean-side 
8. Highway 101 at Oldershaw 
Road westbound  

 

 
2. Highway 101 from Selma 
Park to Radcliffe Rd. 

2. Highway 101 from Selma 
Park to Radcliffe Rd. 

Pedestrian 
Crossings 

 
3. Highway 101 at Oceanview 
Dr  
5. Highway 101 at Poplars 
Trailer Park  
12. Highway 101 and Marlene 
Road  

 

Multi-use 
Path 

 
4. Highway 101 from Pratt 
Road to Oceanview Drive 

  

Intersection 
Improvement 

 
9. Highway 101 and Wharf St. 
westbound cycling 

9. Highway 101 and Wharf St. 
westbound cycling 
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Introduction 
 
Walking or cycling on the Sunshine Coast can range from safe and enjoyable to very dangerous, 
depending on the user and the location. Unfortunately, certain high-risk locations are 
unavoidable and still a part of many trips. This situation is compounded by slow and steady 
growth on the Coast (a population increase of 7% since 20132) that continues to add more cars 
each year on the road.  
 
In early 2020, members of TraC met with regional management at MOTI to review active 
transportation infrastructure issues. One item discussed was the Community Safety 
Enhancement Program which was launched following the 2010 Union of British Columbia 
Municipalities (UBCM) convention. Under this program, active transportation enhancement 
projects are chosen by MOTI through consultation with local governments and law enforcement. 
 
In June 2020, TraC developed a survey to provide more information regarding active 
transportation infrastructure needs on the Sunshine Coast. The survey identified twelve locations 
of concern and asked respondents to indicate which ones posed the highest risk to cyclists and 
pedestrians. 
 
The following report presents these high-risk locations numbered in order of priority along with 
a description of current problem conditions, suggested remediation, and detailed comments 
provided by survey respondents. 

Survey Respondents 
 
The survey was distributed to over 1,000 subscribers on TraC’s mailing list. A public notice was 
also placed in the local newspaper inviting all coastal residents to participate. 
 
A total of 196 respondents completed the survey. The majority of survey respondents lived in 
Roberts Creek, Gibsons, or Sechelt. Ninety-two percent of respondents cycled on the coast, with 
two-thirds of these cycling twice a week or more. Most respondents cycled for recreation or 
exercise, but almost half use their bicycle for shopping as well. Only 24% were members of 
TraC.  
 
 

 
2 https://www.coastreporter.net/news/local-news/bc-stats-sunshine-coast-population-estimated-at-31-977-
1.23624523 
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Results by Priority 
 
The chart below indicates respondents’ priority ratings for each location.3 Responses varied by 
where people lived, but Marine Drive between Gibsons and the Langdale ferry and Highway 101 
in Wilson Creek were indicated as the highest areas for improvement among all respondents.  
 

 
 
The following pages provide more detail on each location in order of priority, along with a 
description of the current problem conditions, recommendations for remediation, and detailed 
respondent comments.

 
3 For an interactive version of this chart that disaggregates results by municipality and other factors visit 
http://transportationchoices.ca/wp/survey-results-2020/ 
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1. Marine Drive between Town of Gibsons 
and Langdale ferry (Gibsons/Area F) 

Create a cycling and 
walking link between 
Gibsons and the Langdale 
ferry. 

 

 
Marine Drive is a key active travel connection between Langdale and Gibsons since it avoids the 
steep and sustained climbs of other routes, and is also important for local travel to beaches and 
trails. The lack of continuous shoulder, heavy ferry traffic, and poor maintenance prevent all but 
the most intrepid of cyclists and pedestrians from using this route. This significantly impedes 
active travel within and between neighbourhoods along this route, including reaching the 
Langdale ferry. This section was identified as a priority in the 2011 SCRD Integrated 
Transportation Study and includes a number of easily implemented and low cost 
recommendations.  
  

Current conditions 
 
● Discontinuous shoulders often with abrupt and unsigned endings. 
● High vehicle volumes and often excessive speeds as vehicles ‘rush’ to and from the ferry. 
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● Cyclists and pedestrians are often forced into the vehicle lane by the narrow shoulder, 
overhanging vegetation, and/or gravel.  

 
Recommendations 
 
● Complete shoulder widening. 
● Implement measures to slow vehicle speeds and reduce volumes. 
● Increase frequency of shoulder sweeping, particularly during winter. 

 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● I do not feel comfortable on this section at all. 
● Should be improved and should be the recommended route to Gibsons. 
● Would love to see a widening of the shoulder and/or a separated bike lane here (one can 

dream). Important to be able to use active transportation on the ferry.  
● Selfish reasons, I ride this road a lot. 
● This is a dangerous section of road, lots of fast traffic and big trucks and nowhere for cyclists 

or pedestrians, but there is a bit of a frontage road just off to the hill side. 
● This should also have the speed lowered to 30, and preferably banned to all but local traffic. 

I biked it last week for the first time (put it off, because I know it is risky), and while it is a 
great route, with great potential, currently any cyclist is taking a high risk. Look at West Van 
Marine Dr., and do the same, or more. 

● Absolutely dangerous now .. Absolutely essential. 
● This would have a HUGE impact on visiting cyclists and tourism. 
● At times, this can be quite a busy stretch of road for cars and cyclists. There are some brutal 

spots, such as Marine Dr and Harvey Road. 
● I think a better option along the ocean is a nice path for bicycles and pedestrians. Not along 

the road.  
● The road is so narrow and often has piled up debris - urgently needs improvement.  
● There are a few areas that I shake my head in disbelief when riding and this stretch would be 

laughable if it wasn't so dangerous.  
● I've lived along this stretch and cycled it frequently. When the highway was modified along 

the lower Gibsons area it created a choke point which resulted in a lot of ferry traffic taking 
the bypass. It is likely better to just improve the road surface imperfections for cycling and 
lower the speed limit for automobiles which would further restrict traffic flow. Cyclists can 
take North Road (which is always very quiet outside of ferry drops) or the bypass. 

● Bikes need a safe route thru the Sunshine Coast, all the way to Lund. Build it and they will 
come. 

● No really good safe low traffic route coming off the ferry. 
● A wide shoulder on both sides of the road is needed. 
● If Marine drive was improved we could promote safe bicycle tourism. 
● It seems this would serve a lot of riders who would like to ride to the ferry but can't work up 

the courage to ride that section of road. 
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● This is too dangerous to walk or bike safely. I think improvements are necessary to make this 
a useful route.  

● Don’t know the area. 
● This has been a flaw since I moved here 38 years ago. I remember walking it then - the only 

good thing was that it wasn't a straight stretch and so vehicles usually went no faster than 
the posted speed. 

● Vehicle parking and curbs for water management make this section interesting. 
● This would allow pedestrians to walk to/from the ferry, which would be very convenient for 

most people who do not require a car on the Mainland side. 
● Please! This would inevitably increase foot/cycle traffic for local residents and tourists 

coming and going from the terminal. Highly populated area and hardly anyone uses the road 
as a pedestrian due to the risk of being hit. I run/cycle/walk this route regularly and am 
baffled by the disregard, by most drivers, to the few pedestrians who use this route.  

● Increasing the shoulder is a good idea; a sidewalk/multi-purpose pathway would be so much 
better. Let's get these residents out of their cars, to drive to Lower G, and on a bike or in 
their sneakers! 

● High priority area, but I'm not sure what the engineering solution is - very space 
constrained. 

● Needs wider shoulder and smooth pavement. 
● coming off the ferry cyclists have 3 options....STEEP Killer hill, semi steep Killer hill or 

Killer curves and narrow road.... Oh did I mention it is posted as a Bike Route ?? And we 
want to promote bikes on the Sunshine Coast?? 

● Encourage biking to the ferry by commuters. 
● I'd argue that this shoulder is not maintained well enough 12 months of the year, not just in 

the fall/winter. 
● People drive far too fast on this section of road. I think a great option would be an advisory 

bike lane to help slow traffic and make it safer and easier for bikers, walkers and runners. At 
this point you basically have to leap into the ditch or hope you're close to a driveway to pull 
into if there are cars coming in both directions.  

● Ride North Road instead...or improve the road surface...too many bumps and road erosion... 
● If we want cyclists to use our area for the circle route we need to make it accessible! 
● It would be nice if a car could be parked AND room for a cyclist to pass.  
● Way too many cars driving often way over the speed limit and no safe place for bicycles or 

pedestrians. 
● Extremely dangerous now with increased ferry traffic particularly through Granthams 

Landing. Trying to turn left at the blind intersection at the foot of Central Ave is terrifying! 
Have seen several accidents in the last five years. Dangerous to even walk Marine 

● Better maintenance is required here.  
● I see lots of people biking to the ferry. Good idea. 
● If this would be the route cyclists coming off the ferry then yes. Making a route for cyclists to 

get from gibsons to sechelt should be a high priority. 
● This is a treacherous stretch of road for cyclists and pedestrians. Separated pathway needed. 
● This part of the road IS very dangerous to walk on. I can’t imagine cycling it! I have been on 

my bike since 2016 when we moved to Langdale. There is no safe place.  
● Every cyclist touring fears this. Have to take the lane down Granthams hill. 
● This would increase accessibility for all residents in Langdale to cycle. 
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● This should be a very high priority. 
● Important for tourists to the Coast. 
● Super important for tourists and locals. 
● Huge use by bikers with many hills that make keeping a straight line difficult. So many 

driveways with gravel onto the pathway, vegetation not being cleared forces bikers onto the 
car lane. Big tourist riding route and pedestrian walking between Gibsons and the ferry 
terminal. 

● This area is very scary to bike, and there has been an increase in bicycle tourists using this 
route. Suggestion of car speed bumps as well. I live in this area and many people speed to 
and from the ferry.  
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2. Highway 101 eastbound from Selma Park 
Rd. to Nestman Rd. (Selma Park) 

Create a marked and 
paved shoulder of 
consistent width and 
quality. 

 
 
Although the eastbound shoulder has been improved and widened between Selma Park Rd. and 
Nestman Rd., it is to a very low standard and the improvements result in patchwork conditions. 
The worst remaining stretch of shoulder in this area is past Nestman Rd. from Heather Rd. down 
the hill to Chapman Rd. For this section, there is little to no shoulder on the eastbound (ocean-
side) lane on Highway 101 plus steep sloping driveways and drainage curbs creating hazards. 
 

Current Situation 
 
● Generally narrow highway shoulder. 
● Frequent variations in width and surface of the shoulder. 
● Steep driveways cross the shoulder. 
● A cyclist must watch for variations in the shoulder width, quality and slope while also 

focusing on traffic; missing either could have dangerous consequences. 
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● A raised drainage curb is installed on the outside of the shoulder. 
● Can destabilize cyclists if they wander off the narrow shoulder. 
● Cyclists have to choose between two dangers: cycling close to the curb or close to the 

traffic. 
 

Recommendations 
 
● Create a marked and paved shoulder of an adequate and consistent width and quality over 

this section of highway. 
● Remove the drainage bar on the side of the shoulder; deal with drainage in a way that 

doesn’t introduce a risk to cyclists. 
 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● This section is really frightening to ride on with large vehicles passing and the hazard of 

many driveways to watch out for. I stopped bike commuting a couple years ago due to this 
section of road. 

● Terrible stretch of road. 
● We need one SAFE path from Langdale all the way up the coast in order to keep bicyclists 

safe. With texting and speeding, it's quite dangerous without that extra space. 
● Another no brainer. 
● Definitely high priority. 
● This section could definitely use attention as the speed limit is 60 Kms and the shoulder is 

very narrow. Residents would likely park in the lane as there are some rentals etc along here 
and often vehicles are parked almost up to the road lane. 

● We need an Ocean esplanade from Sechelt to Davis Bay. 
● This is a dangerous part of the road for cyclists. I have ridden it for 25 years with many close 

calls and one sideswipe hit. This road width does not allow riding and large trucks side by 
side. 

● Going east downhill into Davis Bay there are raised rain deflectors especially hazardous to 
bikes. 

● All of 101 needs proper bike shoulder path and sweeping of debris 
● Biking in this section is very unsafe due to the limited shoulder and potholes and cracks in 

what shoulder is available. 
● Big speed differential between vehicles and bikes here = need to separate. 
● It is an absolute joke to have impressive 'bike route' signs on this highway. There is no way it 

should be marked as a bike route with sections like this! 
● Yes! The driveways are steep and come up right to the white line on the highway. 
● No alternate route makes this a high priority for me. Also, I'm assuming you mean from 

Selma Park Road to Nestman Road. 
● Very busy section of road that needs improvements for cycling... 
● There is nowhere else to go so this is probably high priority! 
● This is definitely a scary place to walk or bike along the highway. 
● Decent visibility makes this less priority than others but entire 101 should be bike friendlier! 
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● There is no safe route here and it's a touristy area. 
● I don’t ride that far...not familiar with the area but I am sure a separated path or at least 

shoulder widening is necessary for safety. 
● Nearly no shoulder. 
● The largest problem in my opinion, is cars parking in the biking lane. There should be no 

parking on the highway. 
● Uphill slow bike ride that cars vear onto the bike lane when so many cars are trying to turn 

left with the heavy single lane traffic, especially weekends and trains of cars. Have been cut 
off here while biking. 
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3. Highway 101 from Pratt Rd. to Lower 
Road (Area E) 

Improve and create a 
multi-use path on the 
south side of Highway 101 
to allow for off-highway 
cycling and walking 
between Gibsons and Pine 
Street 

 

 
The Highway 101 corridor remains the primary active travel route between the Oceanview, 
Poplars and Veterans neighbourhoods and Gibsons, as well as the only connection to Lower 
Road. Cycling and pedestrian usage is relatively high. An off-highway cycling and walking path 
would encourage all-ages-and-abilities active travel between Gibsons and the majority of 
residents along this corridor. Active travel could increase significantly given it is a short and 
level ride/walk to Gibsons and shops and services. A multi-use path on the south side of 
Highway 101 would also reduce the need for cyclists and pedestrians to cross Highway 101 since 
most neighbourhoods are to the south of the highway. 
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Current conditions 
 
● High vehicle speeds (50-80 km/h) and relatively high pedestrian and cycling usage. 
● Cyclists and pedestrians share the 1.5 m paved shoulder east of Veterans Road and west of 

Hough. This often forces cyclists or pedestrians passing each other to enter the vehicle travel 
lanes.  

● The frontage road between Hough and Veterans provides off-highway travel for part of this 
section. 

● The path from Oceanview to Pine Street is not built to active travel standards and currently 
prohibits cycling.  

● It is dangerous and difficult to cross the highway due to the lack of crosswalks, high vehicle 
speeds and volumes, and wide intersections. 

● Highway shoulder widths do not meet present MOTI active travel guidelines for this section.  
 

Recommendations 
 
● Build a multi-use path between Pratt and Hough on the south side of Highway 101.  
● Improve Carmen Rd. between Hough and King to prioritize active travel. 
● Build a multi-use path between King and Oceanview on the south side of Highway 101.  
● Improve the existing trail linking Oceanview to Pine Rd. 

 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● Yes, should be the bike route. 
● That would be nice. 
● Strongly in favour of any such improvements. The status quo is not good enough anymore. 
● Very desirable route. 
● Am always in favour of off road options. This option makes good sense.  
● This would make it much safer for pedestrians and cyclists as vehicles travel at such high 

speeds in this section since there isn't a traffic light for quite a long stretch. 
● This would be great to give separation from vehicle traffic... 
● If paths are going to be developed then they must be on both sides of the road to prevent 

people from crossing back and forth. 
● Great idea. 
● YES, this is much preferable to the pedestrian activated lights. Make this section usable, and 

multipurpose.  
● I agree with all efforts to separate pedestrians/cyclists from auto traffic. 
● See previous comments for this area. 
● Yes! This area ALWAYS has a walker/ runner/scooter/ cycler, on the narrow shoulder. This 

week (while driving), west bound traffic pulled onto the shoulder to enable east bound traffic 
enough space to safely pass a resident in a mobility scooter on the south side at Chaster 
Creek - too uneven and narrow for safe, shared movement. 

● Yes!! Again refer to my answer in question #4.  
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● I would like to see an off-road multi-use path the entire distance between Langdale and 
Sechelt (and beyond).  

● Off highway paths are always best anywhere!! 
● Essential for safe travel between communities. Top priority as highway sharing dangerous 

and unpleasant. 
● Agreed. That is a very dangerous stretch of highway, with no place to go if a driver would 

lose control of their vehicle at 80 km/h. 
● Would certainly help in inviting biking from RC all the way to Gibsons. 
● Connect Lower Road to Gibsons. 
● Map shows path going to Highland, but description says to Oceanview Drive (and Road). I'm 

in favour of a path going to Highland as that would connect Lower Road & Pratt without 
needing to cross 101 when travelling either east or west. 

● Good idea if it allows two way traffic. 
● As an Area E resident this would be my highest priority. I will have to understand why the 

south side when I think the north side might be better. 
● Sorta already exists... 
● This would be amazing! This stretch of road is scary. 
● Yes a good idea, need to get a proper bike lane on it's way thru to sechelt that is safe. I'm a 

runner that stretch is busy and no pedestrian crossways. 
● Any off-road path would be great. 
● If you mean a separated path...YES! Most adults I talk to tell me they don’t cycle along the 

highway because it is too dangerous with cars going over 80km and texting while driving. 
● Existing shoulder is made narrow by lack of regular maintenance. Would help if it was 

wider. 
● Lots of cyclists here. Tough to move left to turn down Veterans. 
● This was the MOST identified concern area after North Road/School Road in the Town of 

Gibsons Transportation study. Creating a proper corridor structure here would ensure safer 
walking, cycling and driving. While the pedestrian activated crosswalk is similarly urgent - 
IF one of these moves forward it should be done in concert or with foreplanning for the other 
action as well. 

● Yes it’s a dangerous section. 
● Always see foot traffic and bikes here; really hard to see them at night on this dark stretch; 

need well-maintained traffic lines and reflectors. Need to educate pedestrians and bikers to 
carry a light and wear bright or reflective clothing in low or no light periods. 
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4. Highway 101 at Poplars Trailer Park (Area 
E) 

Install a pedestrian- 
activated light to provide 
safe crossing conditions 
for pedestrians, transit 
users and cyclists 

 
 
This intersection sees high use by pedestrians accessing the transit stop on the north side of 
Highway 101 from the Poplars Trailer Park. It is also an unsanctioned pedestrian access to the 
Bonniebrook Heights neighbourhood. There has been a fatality here of a transit user crossing the 
highway. A pedestrian activated light would greatly increase the safety of pedestrians crossing 
Highway 101. This was also listed as a priority in the 2011 SCRD Integrated Transportation 
Study.  
 

Current conditions 
 
● High pedestrian and transit use by residents of the Poplars Trailer Park. 
● High vehicle speeds (80 km/h) and volume creates a dangerous and difficult highway 

crossing between the trailer park and westbound transit stop. 
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Recommendations 
 
● Install a pedestrian-activated light at the entrance to the Poplars Trailer Park. 
● Residents and local government have long advocated for reducing highway speeds from 80 

to 60 km/h along this section. 
 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● If there's been a fatality, then it's a priority. 
● Instead of a traffic light, change the speed limit from 80 km/h to 60 km/h. 
● Ped-way- not stop lights please. 
● Yes, very dangerous and often have to run across the highway with children after getting on 

or off bus or crossing highway with bikes. 
● That is a disaster waiting to happen. 
● I live at Poplars & have a 7 yr old. I can't tell you how many times we've almost been hit by 

cars that drive on the shoulder passing a car that is turning into the Park. We take our life in 
our hands every day of the school year. 

● Simply repairing the shoulder area at the front of the Poplars would be great....being able to 
cycle Burton and cross the highway safety should be considered..... 

● Very difficult to cross during high traffic times, feel like I'm risking my life every time I 
scuttle across! Won't let my child ride his bike to school due to the return trip crossing risk. 

● Overpass, enough lights.  
● Yes Please, there were 2 pedestrian deaths there, don't want more. 
● I could see a light here or at Oceanview drive, but not at both. That would make this stretch 

of highway which is now relatively fast and smooth too punctuated and city-like.  
● The fact of a bus stop pedestrians must cross the highway for and the addition of high driver 

volume due to ferry traffic demands a pedestrian activated light. 
● Poplars Trailer Court has in the past had a high population of folks who don't use private 

vehicles. Please also drop the speed limit on the Highway to 50km/h from Lower Rd. 
eastbound. 

● Didn't know this question was coming up - see my answer back at #4? Woodcreek Park. 
Driver's doing 80 k not even slowing down and veering through a bus stop!! 

● Traffic circle all types of vehicles can navigate circles slowly! 
● The highway traffic speed limit could be lowered to 60 to help out too. 
● Lower the speed limit instead on this section... 
● Yes, same comment as the light at Ocean View. 
● I like pedestrian activated signals...good idea. 
● WE NEED SAFE CROSSINGS. 
● I have elderly friends who live here, they feel they either wait forever or almost take their 

lives at stake trying to get out in a vehicle let alone walk across. This should also include left 
turn car light activation as well as pedestrian...I still recall the young girl who lost her life 
here after trying to cross in front of her school bus. 
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● A pedestrian path from the trailer park to Carmen Rd. would be even better. The trailer park 
is close enough to shops that it's not always worth waiting for the bus yet there is only the 
highway shoulder to walk on. 

● Have spent a long time waiting and trying to cross here. Always end up taking a risk crossing 
in front of speeding traffic because I get impatient. Too many close calls. 

● High pedestrian zones on the highway at bus stops ex. woodcreek and poplars where they 
have to cross highway should have a pedestrian crossing. Should be a high priority as its 
safety. 

● A bus stop across from a trailer park warrants at least as much, if not more, priority as the 
pedestrian light at Brookmere Park in Sechelt. 

● There are a lot of people who use transit here. With the increase of traffic in recent years it is 
incredibly hard for pedestrians to cross the street to grab the bus. 

● Would help if the speed limit was lowered to 60 from Lower Road to existing 60 KM zone. 
● Maybe. 
● Pedestrian lights on highways are scary. 
● As mentioned for the Oceanmount ped crossing, but how many lights can be installed without 

backing up traffic further; the highway is already crawling during peak periods. We need 
safe crossings but an upper highway is needed to reduce traffic congestion along Highway 
101 between Sechelt and the ferry terminal. 

● Not familiar with the location. Favour creation of safe bike travel all along Highway 101 to 
open up area for bike tours. Let local municipalities do crosswalks. 
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5. Gibsons Way from School Rd. to 
Sunnycrest Rd. (Gibsons) 

Install dedicated cycling 
lanes on Highway 
101/Gibsons Way from 
School Rd. to Sunnycrest 
Rd. 

 
 

Highway 101/Gibsons Way has some of the highest traffic volumes on the Sunshine Coast and is 
also a key active travel route to access area schools, services and commercial destinations.  
A bike lane in this section would allow continuous cycling access along Gibsons Way. This is a 
key active transportation connector that has been flagged as a barrier to increased active 
transportation. The current shared lane cycling accommodations are inadequate for all but 
experienced cyclists. 
 

Current conditions 
 
• Cyclists must share vehicle lanes between Sunnycrest and School Rd due to insufficient road 

width for 1.5 m bike lanes in both directions. 
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• Prior to line painting following the recent Highway 101 repaving, 1.5 m bike lanes extended 
from Sunnycrest to Pratt in both directions.  The lane widths have now changed and there is 
no certainty that bike lane markings will be re-painted.  

• Two elementary and secondary schools front Gibsons Way. 
 

Recommendations 
 
• Install protected bike lanes on both sides of Gibsons Way between School Rd. and 

Sunnycrest Rd.  
• Reconfigure existing lanes to allow for protected bike lanes along the remainder of Gibsons 

Way to provide an all-ages-and-abilities connection through Gibsons.  
 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● More separated bike lanes please. 
● I ride it a lot, seems fine as is, let's spend the money elsewhere. 
● There are ways to ride the sidewalk here, but again, we need consistent bike lanes! 
● As a parent, I would prefer an arterial route off the Highway, but this is all we have for now. 
● Starbucks of course is at Pratt now. I travel that area quite often and if convenient use the 

sidewalk, pass through the school enclosure and head into the mall area through the gate.  
● I usually avoid this route and go Reed...when I do venture this direction the traffic is fairly 

considerate.... 
● So much bus and car traffic makes this a less desirable cycle route. 
● The travel lanes are quite wide, otherwise I'd suggest a higher priority. 
● Yes, it is short and used to connect students and families to school and work. I bike this often 

and it could use minor improvements to make it feel safer.  
● Yes, busy corridor. 
● See previous comment. Also in this section there is additional local traffic including that 

from Christenson Village where there is a higher level of drivers whose reaction time has 
slowed... 

● I've felt very scared cycling here during ferry traffic. 
● Bike lane ends and forces traffic merging. 
● Agree: current shared lane accommodations are inadequate . 
● This road connects all services but has lots of traffic. 
● Sounds great for commuters though Gibsons. 
● This would make biking safer around town for sure. 
● Separating traffic is a good idea in this area as riders are slow on the hill compared to cars 
● I really need to be better informed before commenting on these questions. This sounds really 

good but as to its priority there are so many upgrades needed. 
● I don’t think that the traffic is heavy thru here at this time but again I don’t live in Gibson’s. 
● There is a bike lane here. They changed the road from 2 lanes to 1 in order to put this bike 

lane in. I’m confused by this question. I also think bike routes are more fun and beautiful 
when they wind in off the main road rather than being right beside the traffic and that this is 
a place where that could be done.  
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● So much volume!!! Let's encourage the traffic slow down feature again, have ferry traffic 
bypass via Reed Rd.? 

● There are schools and the route through town should have a safe bike path. 
● A bike lane here would encourage more students to ride to school! 
● I ride this route a lot. My only complaint is going north at Pratt right turning cars make it 

dangerous and how dirty the bike lane gets. 
● As above. 
● A vital connector to ensure that safe cycling from North Road to the existing bike lane is 

integrated with the recent Gibsons Way updates - allowing safe passage for bikes at the 
intensely trafficated North Road/School Road intersection. A key safety measure for students 
and adults travelling this corridor by bike. 

● Slow biking uphill, heavy ferry traffic and lots of foot traffic makes this a danger zone. 
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6. Highway 101 at Oceanview Dr (Area E) Install a pedestrian- 

activated light to provide 
safe crossing conditions 
for pedestrians, transit 
users and cyclists 

 

 
The Oceanview Drive intersection is the sole access to 73 housing units in the Woodcreek Park 
neighbourhood, which is an easy and flat 2 km cycle trip to Gibsons. The high vehicle speeds 
combined with four-lanes at this location creates dangerous crossing conditions for cyclists 
traveling to and from this neighbourhood, as well as for pedestrians accessing the westbound 
transit stop. This represents a significant barrier to increased active travel for this neighbourhood. 
There has been another pedestrian fatality in this location. 
 

Current conditions 
 
● Wide crossing distance (2 travel lanes and 2 turning lanes). 
● High vehicle speeds (80km/h zone). 
● Only access for a 73-unit subdivision. 



 
 

27 

Recommendations 
 
● Install a pedestrian-activated light to provide safe crossing conditions for pedestrians 

accessing the westbound transit stop from the Woodcreek Park neighbourhood. This would 
also serve cyclists needing to cross Highway 101 to access Woodcreek Park. 

● A crossing light at this location could also serve cyclists accessing Lower Road through the 
Woodcreek Park trail. 

 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● Riding into Gibsons we cross to Burton. I have had a couple of near misses here. 
● A light is a good partial solution. 
● Instead of a traffic light, change the speed limit from 80 km/h to 60 km/h. 
● Yes I have seen many kids trying to run across the highway. 
● Consider an over the road ped-way- this is a highway and should not have additional stops 

added as a bandaid. 
● Yes, very dangerous for cyclists and pedestrians getting off buses. 
● Speaking only as a cyclist however but if I lived in Woodcreek and bussed it there would be 

now doubt in my mind. 
● This would be helpful for cyclists to cross the highway and connect with Lower road 

although there would have to be some consideration for West bound cyclists to ride against 
traffic? Not sure this would be possible or practical. The location of the light would be 
critical too as the speed and visibility at the Lower Road to HWY 101 could result in rear 
enders with backed up traffic for a pedestrian light. 

● Over/under Pass Enough lights already. 
● The biggest problem here is people hitting the button and just walking not checking to make 

sure traffic has stopped. 
● Wouldn't that be great as it is really dangerous to turn left towards Lower Road. 
● I believe there are a lot of other bus stops along the highway. I don't think we can prioritize 

one stop because of a tragic death. Yes, I knew the victim. She was a friend of my daughter's. 
● I think it is a good idea, but also a traffic light will slow down traffic here a lot. A short 

pedestrian / biker activated light that is otherwise always green would be good.  
● Don’t know the area. 
● The speed limit should also be dropped to 50km/h until Lower Rd. There are always people 

on the highway between Veterans & Lower Rd. either walking/running or bicycling.  
● Ideally (as has been discussed before) the speed limit should be maintained at 60 km/h from 

Henry Road until past Woodcreek. I live right near the Poplars and have noticed the amount 
of pedestrian traffic along this corridor has increased substantially, while the road has 
deteriorated, making this corridor quite unsafe. I've witnessed traffic (ferry) doing 80 km/h 
along this stretch and to avoid getting "stuck" behind left-turning vehicles at the Poplars, 
cars maintain 80 km/h and veer into the bus stop. It's only a matter of time before MOTI has 
another pedestrian fatality on their hands. 

● There needs to be many more pedestrian activated lights to cross the 101. Traffic volumes 
often make it difficult to cross safely. 

● Traffic circle instead, slows traffic.  
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● This is a dangerous intersection, especially during periods of increased traffic during the 
summer season and with heavy ferry volumes. 

● Or lower the speed on the highway from the cemetery through to Persephone's.  
● This would make the playground and the trails down to Bonniebrook more accessible by bus 
● There are often people crossing the road here and it is a long way to a formal cross walk in 

either direction.  
● Better shoulder surface would be a better priority... 
● Yes, to a light here and at Poplars Trailer park and Veterans / Henry Road. I am very sure 

you will get the backing of Elphinstone Community Association on this as well. Contact me 
if you wish. 

● Again Highway 101 so no where else to go! 
● Anything to make safer the crossing of the highway for pedestrians. 
● Definitely a high volume spot with no support for getting across car or person. 
● How can we encourage bus ridership when we’ve had one person killed crossing the 

highway from the bus stop, and those that do want to take the bus have to take their lives in 
their hands crossing the highway?  

● Trying to cross here is terrifying! 
● Safety! Yes. 
● Too many drivers go 100km instead of 80km so pedestrians misjudge how much time they 

have to cross the highway. A 16 year old was also killed crossing the highway at Highland 
Rd. 25 years ago. 

● Stay off the bus and ride. 
● The Transportation study completed by Town of Gibsons clearly identified this as a high 

priority action to increase safety and accessibility for all residents on Oceanview Drive and 
adjacent homes. 

● It would be very dangerous until people are used to the light. 
● This is one of many areas where pedestrian crossings are a risk with the heavy traffic; same 

with the trailer park bus stop on the Gibsons side. AND Davis Bay dock crossing too has 
many people crossing here. 

● Not familiar with location. Shoulder widening should be the first priority. 
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7. Lower Road ocean-side shoulder 
(Roberts Creek) 

Complete shoulder 
widening on the ocean-
side lane of Lower Road. 

 

 
Lower Road provides an alternative active travel route to Highway 101 for those uncomfortable 
with high vehicle speeds. It is used by a wide range of cyclists and pedestrians in spite of the 
incomplete wide shoulder on the ocean-side and no shoulder on the upland side. The SCRD has 
historically funded shoulder widening on the ocean-side shoulder to improve conditions for 
cyclists and pedestrians. After more than a decade on this project, a number of sections remain 
incomplete. Completing the ocean-side wide shoulder would allow continuous pedestrian and 
eastbound cycling access between Highway 101 and Roberts Creek road. 
 

Current conditions 
 
● Discontinuous 1.5 to 2 m wide shoulder on the ocean-side of Lower Rd.  
● High use by both pedestrians and cyclists. 
● A maximum of 50 km/h would make this a more comfortable active travel route along this 

corridor as well as for local travel within Roberts Creek than Highway 101. 
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Recommendations 
 
● Complete the missing sections on the ocean-side of Lower Rd. with shoulders at least 1.5m 

wide.  
 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● This has been pieced together for many years, and is a highly used bike/walking path and a 

key piece of the SCT. Would be great to get it completed. 
● My wife and I ride this twice a week. 
● Lower road should be improved as it is a safer route than the highway. Cyclists should be 

encouraged to use Lower Road. 
● Lower road feels safe to me. 
● Not a lot of traffic there and I always feel safe so I make this a lower priority. 
● I suggest the speed on Lower Rd. be limited to max. 30, and bike signs be spaced often, and 

stencilled on the road (like Marine Dr. in West Van.). Even better would be the same, but 
limiting most or all of Lower Rd. to local traffic. 

● Lower Road should be a safety option for bicyclists. But it has to be consistent as bike lanes 
that abruptly end are dangerous. 

● This is a desirable route off of the Highway. I think it should get the highest priority 
● ABSOLUTELY, this should be worked on immediately. And a lot more speed limit signs, 

many people drive 70-90km on lower. 
● A no brainer. 
● Not a lot of traffic on that road. The highway is more important in my opinion. 
● Residents tend to park their vehicles on the newly paved sections of Lower Road. It seems to 

defeat the purpose of the lane. The current lane is nice but could be lengthened and 
improved. 

● Most cars here are used to bikes, Pram Moms could use it more.  
● With the slower traffic speeds and less traffic this is a lower priority in my opinion  
● Should be completed as a safer alternative to highway-side.  
● Have a continuous bike lane along Lower road would be fabulous for cycle tourism and local 

commuters to have a safe alternate route away from the main highway.  
● Don’t know the area. 
● Not a typical area I ride. 
● If that road were busier it would feel higher priority. 
● Great alternate route to 101 travel. 
● This mixed use shoulder of Lower Road is high use often with young children and families. 

Widening of the shoulder will greatly reduce risk to all users. 
● This road is used by school children to get to and from home to school. having to go onto the 

road in sections is dangerous for the kids.  
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● This road is used a lot by experienced and inexperienced riders (kids, elders) the sudden 
ending of pavement, or broken pavement comes on fast. Parked vehicles on the bike lane is 
also an issue.  

● I use the section of road frequently so I would appreciate it but it isn't as crucial as some 
other road improvements. 

● Lighter traffic volume on Lower Rd. makes this a lower priority for me. 
● This is important as right now the shoulder ends abruptly into a hole in some places that is 

very dangerous if you don't know the road. 
● Ensure residents don't just use the lane for extra parking... 
● This section has limited visibility corners and hills and is often driven too fast. 
● The shoulder section just east of Largo Road has no bike lane. It is an extremely dangerous 

section that would require some construction to improve. 
● Yes the shoulder along here is not safe and it could be a great running and cycling route 
● The road approaching Geddes from the west to Camp Byng has 2 corners on hills ...a 

separated path is needed, but a widened shoulder is 150% better than what it is now. 
● Take the lane . 
● Poorly laid and sunken tarmac to services trench near top of lower Road and close to 

washed out area (currently gravel). 
● Surprisingly dangerous along Lower Rd.  
● Local rides to the Roberts Creek group; not as high volume as Highway 101. 
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8. Highway 101 westbound at Oldershaw 
Road (Roberts Creek) 

Complete the construction 
of wide shoulders for 
westbound travel at 
Oldershaw Rd. and other 
locations west of this.  

 

 
MOTI has funded small scale shoulder widening projects on Highway 101. In 2019, a key 
westbound section of Highway 101 from Conrad Road to a point past the former "Penn Pub'' was 
widened. Continued shoulder widening from the end of the 2019 project to Oldershaw Road will 
improve this uphill section of road. Cyclists are particularly vulnerable on the uphill approach to 
Oldershaw due to the absence of a paved shoulder and their reduced stability while riding at slow 
speeds uphill. 
 

Current conditions 
 
● Inadequate shoulder on the approach to Oldershaw for cyclists to remain to the right of the 

fog line. 
● High vehicle speeds (80 km/h) and volume. 
● Poor sightlines due to the hills and curves. 

 
Recommendations 
 
● Complete shoulder widening. 
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● While any additional shoulder width will improve conditions, a 2 m width free of pavement 
joints should be considered a minimum considering that cyclists traveling slowly uphill tend 
to wobble. 

 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● I use Lower Road. 
● Not familiar with this area. 
● All new routes are a priority to me... 
● I never ride there so can't comment. 
● I would like to see a completely separated bike lane. This would extend from ferry to ferry. 
● I usually take The Lower Road because theoretically cars go slower there .. but the entire 

Lower Road needs uniform lane for bicyclists. 
● I think a proper lane the entire length (not just small sections) of the Lower road is much 

more of a high priority as that is where most of the cyclists ride, versus the highway.  
● The whole highway is a cycle safety hazard to cyclists due to inconsistent bike lane width and 

markings. 
● I said high priority however I rarely ride to Gibsons on 101. Much prefer LR which of course 

has its own challenges.  
● To be honest, I'm not entirely familiar with this stretch but know that the entire Gibsons-to-

Sechelt route is poor. 
● I usually recommend riding the Lower Road to bypass this section of highway. It is much 

safer and scenic.  
● Only if done PROPERLY, as most shoulder add ons are washboard. makes you not use the 

addition due to bumps. 
● Having a wide shoulder to ride and walk on is imperative to safety. 
● We should provide a bike lane all the way from Langdale to wherever it is geographically 

possible. 
● Don’t know the area. 
● Not familiar with the exact area but from previous ride I am sure it is an issue. 
● The highway can be dangerous if there isn't enough space to ride. 
● I prefer to ride on Lower Road, so it's not as key to me. 
● All of 101 needs a proper width bike shoulder and brush maintenance.  
● Not familiar with this area. 
● We never ride on the highway, but stand behind the knowing of TraC.. 
● The sight lines on this part of the highway are extremely poor (on a corner, with a hill and a 

blind intersection). 
● The quality of work to-date to add shoulders to 101 is of such poor quality (so many seams 

and dips that collect debris) that I'm not in favour of spending more money for such a poor 
result where there is an alternate route, in this case Lower Road. Do it properly or spend the 
money on something that can be done properly. 

● If they do the road widening properly that would be great. I find the way they do it right now 
makes it dangerous as the joining gets eroded, as well since they don't ever clean the 
shoulders everyone needs a gravel bike with wide tires to actually ride on the shoulder 
anyways.  



 
 

34 

● Ride Lower road over this section... 
● My opinion is we need a bike path separate from the highway. I think it is doable but as a 

newbie I should probably get better informed first. 
● It's a fairly straight section and not hilly either. 
● The "bike path" on the north shoulder is rarely swept and has patches of treacherous gravel! 
● I only use Transit in this area. 
● Safety and other areas may have a higher priority. 
● A separated path like between Roberts Creek Rd. and Pell Is needed. 
● The gravel at the foot of Conrad is an issue. 
● the quality of the pavement on the widening is poor. 
● separate the bikes from the cars ,maybe use Lower road.  
● It's a narrow ride to get to this point anyways, so part of the Highway 101 cycle shoulder 

ride 
● Not familiar with the location but the shoulder should be widened continuously all along 

Highway 101, for safe cycling Powell River to Gibsons.  
 

  



 
 

35 

 

8. Highway 101 and Wharf St westbound 
(Sechelt) 

Improve lane markings 
and traffic light timing on 
Highway 101 continuing 
straight onto Dolphin.  

 

 
 
This is an extremely busy intersection with complicated lane turning restrictions and variable and 
complex traffic light order and timing.  All traffic between the upper and lower coast goes 
through this intersection including many large vehicles. 
 

Current situation 
  
● No bike lane markings on the highway to the east of the intersection. 
● Drivers are focused on watching for unpredictable signals and conflicting car traffic and may 

miss seeing pedestrians and cyclists. 
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● A simultaneous green light creates conflict between cars turning right off the highway and 
left off of Dolphin St. onto Northbound Wharf Ave. and pedestrians and cyclists proceeding 
west through the intersection to Dolphin St. 

 

Recommendations 
 
● Re-allocate lane space to provide painted bike lanes on highway east of intersection (both 

sides) and through intersection. 
● Provide westbound bike lane on Dolphin St immediately west of intersection to connect with 

existing bike path on Dolphin St., to eliminate current gap in the bike lane. 
● Investigate improvements to signal timing to avoid pedestrian/cyclist conflicts with cars.  

 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● A risky intersection for cyclists. some risks turning right. 
● This is a terrible intersection for walking, cycling, and driving. Would like to see separated 

bike lanes, elevated sidewalks for pedestrians, and calming of vehicle traffic.  
● I never ride there. 
● Not as familiar with the challenges in Sechelt, thus my 'grading ' of this improvement. 
● The sewer grate on the north west side of the intersection should be changed first as it seems 

like a wheel sucker...There is very little room on the Daily Roast side heading through the 
lights for a cyclist to sit safely and wait. I believe at least one pedestrian was killed here by a 
right turning vehicle...This is a tough intersection for pedestrians and cyclists. Anything to 
improve it would be welcomed. 

● This is functioning, but poorly now. So not a huge priority.  
● This would make a seamless bike lane and encourage cyclists to use quieter streets to access 

the town. 
● Even for walking it's scary. 
● That is a crazy and busy intersection. Any changes that would improve safety should be 

undertaken. 
● Hmmm I have not had an issue with this intersection. 
● A very busy intersection with so many driveways coming in and out nearby. 
● Agree with the need, but there is a work around for now which is for cyclists to cross Wharf 

as a pedestrian. It's not ideal, but it's safe and there are areas where there is no safe work 
around.  

● This intersection is very problematic. 
● Very tough intersection with a lot going on...needs to be separated if possible... 
● This has to be a priority as how else do you get through Sechelt? 
● Very busy intersection that should be continuously improved. 
● Again, volume and lack of safety prioritize this IMO.. 
● Very bad intersection for pedestrians for years. I've almost been hit 3 times while crossing 

with my right of way. I know people who have been hit there and one fatality. Suggest an 
observation study of traffic and pedestrian activity for that intersection. (Day-long study). 
Drivers coming into Sechelt are looking ahead for the lights for car traffic but don't pay 
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attention to the short pedestrian lights which don't give enough time to cross the street. Cars 
aim to turn right even on red light without noticing pedestrians just stepping out. It is very 
scary. I now walk up to the crossing lights just past McDonalds then cross there. Very safe 
crossing there day or night.  

● If there is a safety issue that has been identified and simply requires a light timing change 
and some road markings that seems to be relatively inexpensive and a quick fix. Just do it 
then. 

● Dolphin not shown on the map....any improvement for cyclists is welcome and needed. 
● Like in Holland.  
● Green bike lane is a good idea as this is a heavy traffic congestion area with many left and 

right turns, and including pedestrians. 
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10. North Rd. southbound from Hillcrest Rd. 
to School Rd. (Gibsons) 

Install a dedicated bike 
lane on North Rd. for 
southbound travel 
between Hillcrest and 
School Rd.  

 

 
MoTI and the Town of Gibson have agreed to install a bike lane for southbound travel on North 
Rd. between Reed and Hillcrest Rd. as part of the Highway 101 repaving project. There is 
insufficient road width to continue the bike lane south to Gibsons Way and maintain the three 
travel lanes. An extended southbound bike lane would allow continuous cycling access in both 
directions from School Rd. to Reed Rd. This is a key active transportation connector that has 
been flagged as a barrier to increased active transportation, particularly for youth travel to 
school. Completing this active travel route has the potential to significantly increase student 
walking and cycling rates. 
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Current conditions 
 
● Existing 1.5-3m bike lane for northbound travel between School Rd. and Reed Rd. 
● Proposed bike lane for southbound travel between Reed Rd. and Hillcrest. 
● Shared lane cycling southbound between Hillcrest and School Rd. 
● High traffic volumes that include large commercial vehicles. 
● Primary school route for several neighbourhoods. 

 

Recommendations 
 
● Construct an all-ages-and-abilities cycling lane for southbound travel to complete the Reed 

Rd. to School Rd. active travel route. 
● Maintain sidewalks on both sides of North Rd. 

 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● All for connecting the gaps in the safe biking routes. 
● Bike lanes everywhere would be great, but in terms of priority, this section of road seems ok 

as is (to me). 
● Yes, would be a great improvement. These things are needed, yesterday. So many more 

would cycle (and so many less cars) if we had the infrastructure. 
● The hill is dangerous. A bike lane would certainly mitigate it. 
● This would improve safety for children cycling to both schools. 
● Don't use that route very often so not very familiar with it. 
● I bypass this area if possible or go the Reed Rd. to the upper Gibsons area....the road is quite 

wide with good visibility here. There are also sidewalks. Not sure if this is the best priority... 
● Safe routes to school yes.  
● It is short and I agree that many students and families use this road to connect to school, it 

should be done.  
● Yes, busy corridor. 
● Traffic coming off the ferry is still in Lower Mainland speeding mode, having a separate lane 

not only slows vehicles down but provides safety for bicyclists of all ages (school kids 
attending not only the secondary school but also the elementary school). 

● Kids would bike and walk to school much more if it felt safe to parents. 
● We are for any work that makes this area and intersection safer for cyclists, pedestrians, 

crossing-guards, and students. Traffic calming ideas along North Road from Reed Road to 
Gibsons Way would be helpful as well. Drivers often pick up speed as they approach this 
intersection and drive over the speed limit. 

● Continuity of bike lanes is essential. 
● I don't travel here often enough to say. 
● This is a very wide section of road and I think there are other areas that should be addressed 

first 
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● Not too important as visibility and road surface is not too bad relatively... 
● I don’t live in Gibson so can't clearly comment on this area.  
● Crazy during ferry traffic but otherwise good visibility. 
● There is lots of space in this area for cyclists and there is a bike lane on the other side as 

well as sidewalks on both sides. There are higher priorities. 
● With a high school and an elementary school in close proximity, either one separated path or 

Bike lanes in both directions is needed. 
● Teach kids road safety. 
● Given the Active Transportation by the Town of Gibsons - this was identified as a key safety 

need for cyclists. 
● Good idea. 
● Widen the sidewalk and half a bike lane added (and marked) as the 2 lanes of car traffic put 

a squeeze for space; speed control for bikes is critical for the corner onto Gibsons Way due 
to the blind corner and potential for a bump and fall into moving traffic; it is a busy 
intersection, especially with school, AND the church traffic turning in to their parking lot 
where the car's right turn signal can mean 2 different turn locations; dangerous location! 
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11. Lower Rd. Advisory Bike Lane (Roberts 
Creek) 

Prioritize active travel on 
Lower Rd. 

 

 
 
Lower Rd. provides a relatively safe and convenient alternative for active travel through and 
within Roberts Creek. While more comfortable and safe than using Highway 101, Lower Rd. 
only has a wide shoulder on the ocean-side. Shoulder widening on the upland side has been seen 
as too costly due to having to relocate a ditch. This has stalled any improvements for westbound 
cycling. The survey included an Advisory Bike Lane option, which would provide a dedicated 
space for cycling in both directions at reduced cost compared to adding a westbound cycling 
lane. However, survey respondents had mixed views about this idea, and it is questionable 
whether this option would improve safety for cyclists given current vehicle volumes and speeds 
on Lower Road.  An advisory bike lane would also not address pedestrian safety.  Based on the 
survey results, there would appear to be much stronger support for completion of bike 
lane/walking shoulders on both sides of Lower Road. 
 

Current conditions 
 
● Popular cycling and walking route for regional and local travel. 
● Mostly complete wide shoulder on the ocean-side between Roberts Creek Rd. and Highway 

101. 
● No shoulder on upland side. 
● Low vehicle speeds (50km/h). 
● No current plans to add shoulders on upland side. 

 

Recommendations 
 
● Prioritize Lower Rd. for active travel. 
● Consider traffic calming to maintain low vehicle speeds and volume. 
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Respondents' Comments 
 
● This is a bad idea. 
● This would be amazing, one step closer. 
● Separated bike lanes anywhere would be wonderful, would make me feel safer and lead to 

more cycling.  
● Drivers would be confused on where to go when oncoming traffic appeared with or without 

cyclists or pedestrians on the road.  
● Yes. This would be a huge improvement. I know so many people who say they would like to 

use bikes on the Coast, but it is just too dangerous (and I agree, it is terribly dangerous). We 
are way behind so many other areas when it comes to bikes, and yet we have an ideal climate 
and location for an emphasis on biking (and walking / hiking). 

● If this gets cars & trucks to slow down, it would be great, but I'm not sure if this has been 
tested.  

● Where would the other car lane go? I think one proper bike lane on one side of the road 
would be sufficient. 

● I'm an e-biker and I usually travel well out in the traffic lane because there is no shoulder. 
This option looks very doable and as you say cost effective.  

● Repairing the shoulder or outer areas of the roadway would likely suffice. Right now staying 
to your right poses a lot of risks due to poor road surfaces near the edge as well as very poor 
or minimal shoulders. There are a lot of "dips" along the edge of the roadway that result in 
cyclists moving further out to the middle of the traffic route. Just improve all the sinkholes, 
edge cracks, and uneven shoulders....cars will thank you too! 

● Pretty much drives like that already. 
● Not enough explanation...does this make it a one way? 
● This has been proven to cause confusion amongst all involved and a bad idea 
● I think alternate markings on the road are confusing and dangerous. We have seen a lot of 

near accidents on the shaw road changes to traffic. People don't understand how to use it, 
and it becomes more dangerous for everyone. Having a shared lane with oncoming traffic is 
a TERRIBLE idea.  

● We need a proper bike lane while maintaining two lanes of traffic. Unfortunately this place is 
getting very busy and traffic is constantly increasing. If you don't keep two lanes of traffic 
there will likely be congestion and eventually an accident. 

● A very interesting concept, I wonder if it is used elsewhere. I expect it would depend on Level 
of auto traffic. 

● Do either this or the eastbound widening but not both. Also there needs to be huge education 
for vehicle drivers if this is adopted 

● It seems likely to confuse drivers and cycling there feels fine now 
● Concerns of visibility near Camp Byng.  
● Hmm...I'm not sure I like the looks of Advisory Bike Lane. (although never been in a situation 

to use/experience one) Looks a bit "narrow" especially if there is a delay (accident) on 101, 
drivers tend to think that it is now OK to travel at 80 km/h along low road "to make up lost 
time".  

● Sounds cheap and easy to do. 
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● Having safe mixed use travel on both sides of the road would be very helpful but I am 
unclear how this example would work for vehicle traffic (as they often travel at high speeds) 

● The road has room for wider lanes and I feel this would not be a safe option due to how 
quickly people drive on Lower Road. 

● Nice graphic! 
● I would LOVE this idea!! But not sure vehicles could manage particularly the uphill / 

downhill curves at both ends of the Byng property = poor view lines.  
● I have concerns over removing the centre line. Would people understand how to drive this 

section? Lot's of drivers are already challenged by sharing a bike line with a solid white line. 
RCMP are stretched on traffic enforcement so policing this area would take away from 
policing other areas. 

● This would be great but if I understand it correctly there is only one lane of traffic? That 
won't fly easily. 

● This has been done on Shaw? Rd. in Gibsons and is VERY confusing - along this stretch 
there are way too many places where vehicle traffic could tangle or blind corners and hills 
could be of issue. 

● It will be necessary to discourage parking on the bike lanes. Today I passed 6 cars and 
trucks parked across the westbound shoulder lane. 

● I don't see how this would work with 2 way traffic and this being the only other alternate 
route in case our highway is blocked. A safer bike lane and pedestrian route along Lower 
Road would be good. Especially if you want to encourage people to go lower vs the highway 
to cycle. 

● We are talking single lane traffic along LowerRd.? Great idea, and it would slow those who 
go 60-70km/h on Lower Rd. 

● Good idea. 
● This type of project should be prioritized over a basic sidewalk extension as has been the 

practice on the highway. 
● Would this also mean reduction of the speed limit to 30kmph? 
● Interesting idea, not sure about this one. 
● This will create vehicle head ons or last second swerving of the cars onto the supposed safe 

bike / pedestrian routes. Too many poor drivers going too fast especially around the many 
blind corners. 

● One wide shoulder should suffice. 
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12. Highway 101 and Marlene Rd. (Roberts 
Creek)  

Add pedestrian activated 
crossing lights at Marlene 
or Flume Roads and 
Highway 101. 

 

 
 
It is difficult for transit users, pedestrians and cyclists to safely cross Highway 101 at Marlene. 
This is particularly important for accessing the westbound transit stop on Highway 101 from 
Marlene Rd. This would also assist westbound cyclists using Beach Avenue to continue west on 
Highway 101.  Flume Road, immediately to the west of Marlene, also has a transit stop, is an 
equally important crossing point for pedestrians and cyclists and has been identified for upgrades 
as part of MOTI’s corridor review study. 
 

Current conditions 
 
● Transit stops at Marlene and Flume Roads. 
● High vehicle speeds (80 km/h) and poor sightlines. 
● No pedestrian crossing at either intersection. 
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Recommendation 
 
● Install a pedestrian activated crossing light at Marlene Rd. or Flume Rd. as part of the 

intersection upgrades recommended in the corridor review study. 
 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● Flume road would be better. 
● Yes, Lower road should be the bike route and getting back onto the highway would be far 

safer with a pedestrian controlled light 
● Any improvement like this on HWY 101 is essential and high priority! 
● I cannot endorse the addition of lights to the highway. 
● Have always spelled Marleen (Marlene). I think everyone would be in favour of that, 

certainly vehicle drivers.  
● Great idea! Include a bridge over the ditch to the pathway on the other side!! 
● You and your lights.  
● The lights at the fire station are usually adequate to open gaps in ferry traffic when needed. 
● Already so much traffic on 101, very dangerous to turn left anywhere on 101. 
● Part of the draw of the sunshine coast, and something drivers enjoy is the flow without traffic 

lights. I am very reluctant to support more traffic lights, especially in an unexpected stretch 
of highway in Roberts creek. Unless a real traffic light, I think this could be more dangerous 
than helpful, as people end up missing the unexpected light.  

● Don’t know the area. 
● Good idea, especially because of the location of the bus stop on the Highway. 
● Traffic circle again! 
● We do not live in Roberts Creek but can appreciate the safety issues of making your way onto 

the highway, especially during busy times. 
● Something has to be done here.... not sure another light is the answer. 
● Marlene Rd. 
● Yes please! Especially if the number bus is not coming up Flume any more. 
● Great idea as this crossing allows cyclists the Lower Road option instead of the 

highway...need a cycle bridge directly across to make the paved lane-way... 
● I’m not sure why Marlene was chosen over Flume, but Flume seems more dangerous 

because of the hill and a better place for a light. 
● Putting crossing lights at Flume and Highway 101 might be even better as it is a dangerous 

intersection. 
● Again, we need litup crossings for pedestrians all along 101. 
● Flume RD makes more sense to me - and also flashing but activation for auto crossing as 

well. 
● Not necessary. 
● These access points point to the highway are very dangerous! Something should be done. 

Flume is awful. Any safety issues identified should be a priority. 
● Now that Marlene is the bus stop, yes. Plus it would help slow traffic traveling over 80km/h. 
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● Never crossed there. 
● And block through road at Largo. 
● How many lights can you have on a main highway? 
● A lower priority to the other pedestrian crossing lights; again there is already a light at the 

RC fire station intersection. 
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13. Reed Road (Gibsons) Add bike lanes to both 
sides of Reed Road.  

 

 
Although Reed Road was not included in the survey, it was identified by many respondents as a 
high priority. Reed Road is a de facto bypass around Gibsons and is becoming busier on all 
fronts. In particular the section between Payne Rd. and North Rd. has become a major traffic 
corridor. This rural road was not designed for the volume or nature of traffic it is receiving, 
including many logging trucks and semi-trailers. 
 

Current Conditions 
 
● No shoulders meaning cyclists are forced into traffic that is often at high volumes, and 

traveling substantially over the speed limit.  
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Recommendation 
 
● Add bike lanes to both sides of Reed Road.  

 

Respondents' Comments 
 
● A bike lane on Reed road would be great. 
● Improve shoulder on Reed road from North road intersection west to Payne Road but 

especially from intersection to crest of the hill. 
● Reed Road, especially from Payne to North. Drivers drive their vehicles at a high rate of 

speed, esp. when trying to get to the ferry. There are no paved shoulders to speak of. The 
road itself is in despair along the edges. There are many places where this is a loss of sight. 
Many, many pedestrians and cyclists use this road daily, yet drivers will not slow down.  

● Reed Road needs sidewalks and bike lanes since Elementary School kids walk and bike to 
school that way. It is very scary with the deep ditch and the very narrow road. High Priority. 

● Westbound on Reed from Highway 101. 
● Reed Rd. no shoulder, it would be nice to have a bike lane from North Rd. to Henry Rd.  
● Widen road shoulders at North Road and Reed Road. Current setup directs cyclists leaving 

Town of Gibsons either onto a dangerous potholed road shoulder or swerving out into 
traffic. 

● Reed road from North Road to Payne. 
● The shoulder along Reed Road from the Sunshine Coast Highway to Chamberlain Rd. gets a 

lot of pedestrian traffic but there are two blind hills. A sidewalk or multi-use path to 
Chamberlain would create a safe route to walk or ride to Shirley Macey and Soames Hill 
Park. 

● Paved wider shoulders both sides of Reed Rd. from Henry to North Rd.  
● Reed road has no bike lane and would be a priority. Lots of people walk and ride that area 

and there is only a small area on the side of the road.  
Russell rd /burton off north rd would be a nice local traffic and bike route.  
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Other Priorities 
 
At the end of the survey respondents were asked to identify other road, bike lane, pedestrian or 
other sustainable transportation safety improvements not included in the survey. Pedestrians and 
cyclists have strong opinions about walking and cycling infrastructure on the Coast as evidenced 
by the large number of additional comments the survey received.  
 
In additional to other priority locations, comments in this section fell into three primary areas for 
action: 
 

● More clearing of debris from bike lanes and road shoulders. 
● More separated bike lanes with better paving and better marking. 
● A dedicated bike lane from Gibsons to Sechelt or ferry to ferry for both local cyclists and 

to promote cycle tourism. 
 
● Ocean Esplanade to Lower Rd. connection. 
● Barriers between road traffic and bike/pedestrian lanes- a white line is not enough 
● Separate bike path from Langdale to Earls Cove :) 
● Change the bike route through Gibsons - No one would cycle up North Road. 
● Big dreams but I strongly feel that a marked shoulder bike lane or off highway path 

connecting Gibsons to Sechelt would be a huge asset. I would be commuting to work by 
bicycle if the highway did not feel so unsafe.  

● I Really would like to have a more defined route from Sechelt to Halfmoon Bay, especially on 
Redrooffs. At least lines repainted. 

● It would be nice to have the highway bike lanes cleared every now and then of the debris 
from cars and gravel from driveways. I’ve had so many flat tires biking from West Sechelt to 
town. Staples, glass and nails - yikes! 

● The highway between Halfmoon Bay and Madeira Park is scary in places as you get nearer 
to Madeira. Absolutely no shoulder, windy blind corners. Would be nice if at least paved 
shoulders could be added. 

● Corner of Trail Ave. and Teredo St. Need light here as both my wife and I have had near 
fatal accidents while we were crossing Teredo in the pedestrian crosswalk. Thanks for the 
survey. 

● I really wish Marine Dr. from the Ferry to Gibsons and all of Lower Rd. would be local 
traffic, way lower speed for vehicles, well marked for bikes and pedestrians. Go the West Van 
Marine Dr. example, only even more so. This would not involve great expense, and would be 
a huge improvement. 

● It should be a paramount goal to have one lane from ferry to ferry that keeps bicyclists - and 
motorists safe.  

● Improved cycling routes around schools, and off the Highway. 
● The Marine Drive hill in Grantham's is a fatal accident waiting to happen. It gets busy and 

even when it's not, there's so little room for pedestrians or cyclists, especially for cyclists 
going up the hill towards Gibsons, and especially for anyone moving in either direction at 
the intersection with Harvey Road. 
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● Trail Bay hill in Sechelt...or maybe anywhere in Sechelt! There are bike riders in places 
other than Gibsons and Roberts Creek! 

● Dedicated off highway bike lanes like the one in roberts creek- what a win that would be 
● Davis Bay along the beach is quite dangerous due to the parking and speeding. 
● Lower road Roberts Creek between Bayview and Metcalfe (I think) where going east from 

Stephens there is a shoulder and then for a distance there isn't and then there is a shoulder 
until Joe. I'm headed that way today so will check that out for sure.  

● The corner of School Rd. and Gibsons Way - I have witnessed the crossing guard almost 
being hit by a car several times while trying to stand and safely help children get across the 
road. People rushing to the ferry or making turns from either left or right of School Rd. 
without looking makes it very unsafe for the Elementary student pedestrians trying to safely 
cross. The ferry arrives at the same time school gets out - perhaps they could change the 
timing and it would make a big safer improvement.  

● Could the highways group add white road reflectors on top of the curved/corner section of 
the highways to help motorists remember not to cut corners and drive on the shoulders 
unnecessarily....a lot of the shoulder lines are erased from drivers leaving their lanes....the 
reflectors would act to deter them as they would be like rumble strips... 

● No more washboard add ons , better sweeping year round of lanes.  
● A Concrete-Barrier-Separated Bike Lane Spanning South To North On The Sunshine Coast. 

Veers Into A Paved Trail In The Forest Where It Is Not Possible To Expand The Shoulder. 
Population Growth Is Inevitable: Encouraging Athletes And The Physically Active To Live 
On The Coast Will Add Strength And Initiative To The Local Community And Economy. 

● Clean and scrape existing bike lanes. They are not done enough and force bikers out onto the 
road.This reclaims existing bike lanes making them wider and greater traction. 

● A proper bike path from Gibsons to Sechelt like the Valley Train in Whistler, would be 
incredible...I don't think this would ever happen, but would be the best thing to happen to the 
Sunshine Coast since MELOmania opened! 

● Connect the trails and paths we have, put bike lanes on both sides of the road to flow with 
traffic, put a wide shoulder On both sides of 101 and Marine all the way not just patches of 
shoulder.  

● Highway 101 - ocean-side - hill down into Davis Bay - High priority - very dangerous! 
● Clean the road. 
● A pedestrian-activated light in Sechelt, Highway 101 and Shorncliffe. This is an important 

crosswalk for pedestrians and a lot of students as 3 schools are nearby plus a kids club. I 
contacted several times Sechelt town hall to prioritize it. In vain, I had several dangerous 
situations while crossing there on my own or/and with my class. 

● I cycle daily from Sechelt to halfmoon bay. I get flat tires every few weeks. The lanes ( if 
there is one are rarely cleaned). 
There are portions of the road that have zero lane space, especially heading toward hmb a 
block before mills , on the highway. I think the lack of lanes on the highway is an 
embarrassment, to. A community that is trying to promote cycling. 

● Quarterly (every 3 months) sweeping and removal of gravel from lanes and curb edges 
would make that job go quickly and keep roadsides safer all year round for cyclists.  
Lower Road should be considered the highest priority for a continuous bike lane. 

● The most dangerous on the Sunshine Coast is the hill up from Davis Bay. 
● Bike lane and/or better lane markings on E. Porpoise Bay Rd. 
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● Plan to have cycling lanes separate from cars along the whole highway. 
● It would show amazing leadership to make the Coast a truly cycle friendly community by 

creating a connected pathway for bicycles from one end of the Coast to another with stop 
lights available at some intersections along the highway. 

● These options were a good mix.  
● The underlying problem is that the coast is getting too busy with vehicle traffic. We need to 

finish building the bypass from Langdale to at least Pell road. In the meantime, we should 
build bike lanes in as many places as possible (preferably separated). The highest priority 
bike lane for me is to finish the bike lane that starts at the Gibsons end of Lower Road and 
continue it all the way to the heart of Roberts Creek. 

● Keeping shoulders and bike/walk lanes swept or clear of gravel, glass and other debris. 
● REDROOFFS ROAD, HALFMOON BAY. this is a busy, narrow, hilly, winding road used by 

many cyclists in summer, and year around by pedestrians where there is a non-continuing 
multi-use pedestrian lane on the west side. However, between just north of Welcome Beach 
and Southwood there is no pedestrian infrastructure and many dangerous areas where there 
is NO space for pedestrians, never mind cyclists. Examples: areas with no shoulder; steep 
driveways or shoulders falling immediately from auto lanes; rock bluffs, drop-offs, 
overhanging bushes disallowing pedestrians to step away from traffic; very rough shoulder 
surfaces; erosion ditches up to 6” deep at pavement edges (especially hazardous for 
cyclists). This length of Redrooffs is highly dangerous and a travesty as an alternative 
transportation corridor. 

● Gospel Rock. Another challenging section for both pedestrians and bicyclists for at least the 
past ~35 years. 2. Most years, the grass does not get cut back on a regular enough basis to 
allow pedestrians and cyclists to move away from vehicle traffic. This year seems to be 
particularly bad with some grasses waist high in addition to skin-ripping Blackberry canes. 
With increased pedestrian traffic, social distancing becomes impossible. 

● I think you are doing good work, I have noticed the widening/shoulder work being done and 
it is exciting. I have taken a break from cycling due to pregnancy and safety but I am about to 
get back to it and I am excited for the work that has been done to date. I felt I was risking my 
life cycling from wilson creek to gibsons for work. I now live in deep sechelt so it will be 
further to cycle.  

● Highway 101 when riding back from Chatelech to Halfmoon Bay, there is a stretch where 
there is no shoulder and cyclists have to ride with the traffic. The section is in between Mills 
road and McCourt road.  

● A safer way to turn off the highway and on to Lower Road on a bike (headed to Roberts 
Creek). A multi-use path and marked crossing at the Trailer Park or Woodcreek would 
combine to create this! 

● As a Roberts Creek resident, I would like to be able to ride towards Sechelt, but do not 
currently due to narrow shoulders on the Highway. The route along Lower Rd. is a lovely 
ride, but not used by commuters going beyond Roberts Creek, in either direction - the 
highway is used. Areas A and B are not included in this.  

● Cut back Knotweed along highway between B&K and golf course as it impedes cycling to 
right of white line 

● Fix deep hole in paved shoulder at about address 2663 south side of highway near Geddes 
Road. 
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● We need to have our road shoulders swept at least 2 times per year. Even where there are 
shoulders along the highway, they are so filled with gravel and debris that a rider needs to 
stay near the white line to avoid punctures. Especially when riding a road bike with skinnier 
tires. If the roads were swept then riders could move over on the shoulder. 
Also ensuring the shoulders do not have several cracks, when they are repaving they should 
cut near the white line and then put in a proper 4-6 feet of shoulder without seams or cracks  

● Maintaining existing bike lanes and a lane on Gower Point by Gospel Rock just as it 
disappears. The new development may address this as long as bikes are allowed. 

● The entire Lower Road from "downtown" Roberts Creek to where it meets 101 in Gibsons 
would be such an awesome, ideal cycling route if it had cyclist/pedestrian accommodations 
as has been discussed. Also, a continuation of the wide bike path along 101 from Pell Road 
where it ends.  

● Pedestrian activated light at Jack Road please! 
● Gower pt. Rd. ... Bonniebrook lodge east to lower Gibsons village . 
● Widen road shoulders at North Road and Reed Road. Current setup directs cyclists leaving 

Town of Gibsons either onto a dangerous potholed road shoulder or swerving out into 
traffic. 

● I think there should be separated path all along Highway 101 from Gibsons to Sechelt. 
● Yes. Traffic enforcement should be a priority on the Port Mellon "Highway". As a frequent 

pedestrian on this road, safety is a significant concern. This route is part of the "Sunshine 
Coast Bike Route" yet proper safety measures are not in place. Excessive speeding is a major 
problem and judging by the amount of beer cans strewn along the side of the road, so is 
drinking and driving.  

● Ensure shoulders and bike paths are maintained regularly to ensure clear of debris and 
cracks/potholes which creates unsafe bike travel particularly in high traffic and low light 
conditions. 
2. Highway 101 Southbound section from top of Davis Bay hill to base of hill. Very limited 
shoulder for bike travel as well as significant potholes and uneven pavement creating unsafe 
bike travel. 
3. Highway 101 Southbound on Davis Bay waterfront significant uneven pavement creating 
unsafe bike travel. 
4. Highway 101 Adding share the road signs at narrow locations (in particular at Chapman 
Creek bridge). 

● Gospel rock, high crash area. Need to drive into a rock wall, ditch or over a cliff presently to 
avoid cars. 

● Pedestrian & biking footbridge at Inglis Road connecting Mahan & Shaw Roads. 
● Highway 101 westbound, Orange Rd. to entrance to Cliff Gilker Park - widen shoulder to at 

least 1.5m. 
● No 
● When riding Eastbound along HWY 101 it is a hazardous crossing across the HWY to access 

the beginning of the bike lane on the N.Side (just east of RC Campground). 
● I ride on Redrooffs Road, to the government wharf, plus into Sechelt. The paved shoulder 

riding into Sechelt often has debris, rocks and sand, making it dangerous. There are some 
tight corners with no shoulder on this stretch, plus many potholes. On Redroofs, the paved 
shoulder is sporadic and predominantly the riding is on the road. I often get yelled at to ride 
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on the "bike lane". Hahaha. Many cyclists use Redrooffs, and it is narrow, mostly with no 
shoulder. 

● Road sweeping - gravel roads & driveways coming on to pavement can cause some 
dangerous situations with bikes... more sweeping would certainly be welcome 
Water pooling issue at bottom of Rat Portage.....  

● I’m not sure if I missed something, but there is nothing north of Sechelt. There is a stretch of 
highway near Mills and McCourt that has virtually no shoulder and it is on a curve. Very 
bad spot for cyclists riding north. Also parts of Redrooffs safe very narrow shoulder and of 
course the highway north of Middlepoint has bad sections. 

● None 
● More frequent road sweeping along the highway. There are some sandy spots between Davis 

bay and Sechelt on the non-water side of the highway. 
● A traffic light at Veterans Road. 
● Fix the shoulder on 101 on the bridge crossing Chaster Creek, east bound, just west of 

Veteran's Road. It's in terrible condition so collects a ton of debris.  
2. Put measures in place to ensure any contractors doing any road works clean up after their 
project. When cracks were sealed on 101 a number of years ago (Winter 2016?) a TON of 
sand was left on the road side and even though the shoulder was (very) occaisonally swept, 
the sweeping just pushed the sand into the low brush and the next rain just washed it back on 
to the shoulder. The contractor should have been required to do a better clean up. Large 
portions of 101 shoulder were swept by hand by volunteers prior to the Gibsons Grind Gran 
Fondo in 2016 & 2017.  
3. Rather than deal with some of these as one-offs, an overall plan should be developed so 
that pieces fit together into a cohesive solution.  
4. Increase the frequency of shoulder sweeping/scraping, particularly on 101 where there is 
no alternate route (bn Roberts Creek and Sechelt).  

● Bike lane up North Road from Ferry. 
● Highway 101 itself needs a bike lane(s). In particular, those more densely populated and 

accessible areas between West Sechelt and Wilson Creek, then again from Roberts Creek 
either along Lower Road or Highway 101 and into Gibsons.  

● More areas to lock bikes at the bus stops when the bus rack is full...confirm with bus drivers 
on high frequency sites... 

● I would like to see an off highway walking biking path between Langdale and Sechelt. I hope 
to attend one of your meetings to learn more. While I am hoping to join your group am only 
now finding out about it so as mentioned before I should probably keep my opinions to 
myself. 

● Creating bike routes on both sides of the highway all the way through from Gibsons to 
Sechelt would be excellent. For what we have now, we need the route to be cleaned daily. 
The worst section on the route from Gibsons to Roberts Creek is Conrad Rd. because there’s 
always a lot of debris there and it’s at the bottom of a hill. It’s very dangerous. I ride on the 
highway and many people tell me that they would love to ride but they feel the highway is too 
dangerous. I’d like to see the highway bike route made safer for cyclists. 

● I think that making the highway safer for bikes would be the most important improvement for 
biking on the Sunshine Coast, as many people choose not to commute by bike because they 
don't feel safe on the highway. Many parts of the highway are very narrow and are blocked 
by debris (including glass) from the road. 
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● Bike lane from Sechelt to Sandy Hook/Tulane would be a great addition.  
● Gower Point around Gospel Rock is very dangerous on a bike. Bad visibility and nowhere to 

go but the ditch. 
● None 
● Highway 101: reflectors need to be renewed in the centre line throughout. Two sided 

reflectors in the pavement at the margin of lane and shoulder (white facing traffic, red away) 
taller flexible reflectors at edge of shoulder before ditches (again, white facing traffic, red 
away). Shoulders of at least 1.5 metres. This arrangement of reflectors is standard in New 
Zealand where almost all major roads are two lane only. 
Bike paths in Sechelt need to be joined up and separated from traffic.  
Pedestrian activated lights at crosswalk cross on 101 at Teredo Mall - scene of several 
pedestrian injuries in the past several years. Inexcusable inaction by MOTI and DoS.  
40 kph limit on 101 from entrance to Tsainko Mall on the east to past the junction of 101 and 
Cowrie at its west end. 40 kph on East Porpoise Bay Road from the Blue Heron south to 
downtown Sechelt. 30 kph on all streets in Sechelt downtown, 40kph in West Sechelt, and all 
streets in east and west Porpoise Bay residential neighborhoods. 

● YES! Redrooffs Road in Halfmoon Bay! Some of it has a bike lane and this needs to be 
completed. This is a narrow and curvy road with lots of pedestrian, bike and car traffic.  

● Continue from snicket park to trail ave to Boulevard ave to ocean ave in sechelt 
● On Highway 101 in Sechelt, across from the Independent Grocer and up to Chelpi Ave. The 

two lanes of traffic leaving Sechelt are intended as turning lanes, but are used as passing 
lanes. Drivers heading south to Gibsons make a gradual curve right and may not see a 
cyclist as they are trying to merge. Please, somebody do something about this! It's very 
dangerous.  

● Also on Highway 101 - Rat Portage Hill needs to be changed. Lane markers on the side of 
the road become dull and covered in tar when the highway is repaired, articles that are not 
tied down fly out of the back of trucks, there is a lot of gravel. This is also a southbound 
passing lane with a gradual right curve, so vehicles may not see cyclists in time. The lane 
needs to be widened or there needs to be an alternate route. This area is also very 
dangerous. 
I find these to be the scariest part of my route between Sechelt and Gibsons. 

● Yes, I cycle through Davis Bay regularly and on the north side of Highway 101, there is 
pavement but sidewalks, along with a bike lane would be much better. Also, clearing the road 
of gravel, rocks and branches would be much safer. 

● My wife was struck by a 5 ton delivery truck while in a crosswalk at Teredo st and Trail Ave. 
This crossing is very dangerous. She was nearly killed. The driver was making a left onto 
Trail ave and failed to look for pedestrians. He struck her at 40kmh and then backed over her 
as well. Polytrauma. That crossing and all 3 poorly painted pedestrian crosswalks across 
Teredo st to the Oceanfront NEED TO BE LIT UP.  

● Yes... I was almost killed by a logging truck turning the corner on the hill by CastleRock 
Kennels - between entrance to Cliff Gilker & B&K Logging RD - because there is a no-post 
there so there is very little shoulder for a bicycle - and as the logs swept 6" in front of my 
nose from the logging truck there - I could have easily been swept off my bike and into the 
bush without anyone noticing! This just needs to be widened... both sides of the highway in 
that corner are limited visibility with a Park Rd. entrance traffic and often I've experienced 
close calls in both directions... 
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Between Bay RD Davis Bay and Selma Park area is barely any shoulder on either side of the 
highway and needs more sweeping. 
In Gibsons coming down Gibsons Way from North Rd. to School Rd. - should have a lane on 
the downhill direction please! Especially in the S curves. 
What about that Gospel Rock area anyways and further along Gower Pt between 15th and 
Swallow Rd.s... then the BonnieBrook corners... 

● Deal with the knotweed! Near Largo Road the westbound shoulder of 101 has extensive, 
flourishing groves of knotweed that force cyclists into the traffic lane. Also, sweep the 
highway shoulder paths which have gravel and garbage on them. At present, cycling on 
Highway 101 is not at all safe. 

● There is a pedestrian path which connects to East side of Sunshine Coast Highway in 
Gibsons across from Community Services Thrift Store and another which connects to the 
West side of Sunshine Coast Highway across from Hillcrest road. The second path connects 
to the backside of Elphinstone Secondary. The nearest lights are 1 to 2 blocks away. 
Crosswalks connecting to one or both of those paths would eliminate the need to run across 
the highway. 

● Reef Road needs sidewalks and bike lanes since Elementary School kids walk and bike to 
school that way. It is very scary with the deep ditch and the very narrow road. High Priority.  

● Bike lanes need to be cleaned more often, they have too much mulch/leaves/sand to be ridden 
safely with road tires. Also, there needs to be enforcement so people stop using bike lanes for 
parking. 

● All of Marine Drive from Langdale to Gibsons due to increased ferry traffic and speeders 
trying to beat the bypass traffic! 

● I would like to see improvements to Reid Road in Gibsons from North Road to Henry Road 
on both sides. There are some serious potholes that impede safe cycling and shoulders are 
unpaved making moving over unsafe. Also, Gower Point Road from Pratt Road to Franklin 
Road, both sides, is a nightmare on a bike. There is a section from Pratt to Secret Beach on 
the water side that is a "marked" bike path but it is awful to ride on as the transitions at 
driveways are brutal and it ends very abruptly just around a corner before Gospel rock. 
Personally I never ride the "bike path" but stay on the side of the road. There are small 
sections of "bike path" along Marine Drive from Langdale into Gibsons but they are rarely 
cleaned and maintained. Again I prefer to ride on the side of the road. If bike paths are going 
to be built they must be maintained to be used safely. Also, if we are expected to ride against 
the traffic because the path is on one side of the road then I expect a physical barrier 
between the path and the vehicle traffic.  

● Gospel rock lookout area.  
● West Sechelt, Mason Rd. to Mills Rd. not enough room for cycling or walking either side of 

road, cars park on south side of road forcing bikes and people onto the highway. Would have 
to create off path/shoulder parking, and/or widen the bike path on the north side of the road 
by putting in culverts and covering the ditches. There should be a crosswalk at Mason Rd. as 
well, lots of walkers and children heading to the beach from the elementary school on Mason 
and nobody slows down from their speeding. Bridge at bottom of Wakefield Rd., creek, only 
one side is passable and neither side is cleaned of tree and other debris. Keeping the area 
cleared of debris is probably the only solution. 

● Clean the Shoulders that do exist more often. They are constantly covered in dirt, gravel, tree 
debris and glass. Make sure that whichever company does the shoulder widening work 
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actually makes the pavement flat. Most are like a washboard and are not rideable on a road 
bike. 

● Gower point road around gospel rock. off road path for bikes would be amazing 
● I think the first step in making 101 safer in sechelt would be to lower the speed limit to 50 

within Sechelt. I live beside 101 at wakefield and in order to cross the highway I have run.  
Apparently 60 km means 75 to 80 for some drivers and anyone who does knows that they 
have a vanishingly small chance of ever being stopped.  

● The section from Macourt to Mills barely allows enough room for vehicles and leaves no 
room for pedestrians or bicycles. I would certainly use my bicycle more if I could feel safe 
from truck mirrors, speeders and distracted drivers. 

● Suggested bike routes off the highway. would help and be cheaper. Ie: if you turn off by the 
church before Davis bay you can go thru the neighbourhood to Havies and get off the 
highway altogether. I rarely go between Sechelt and gibsons because it is a bit suicidal. I 
ride the shore and west. It’s a little safer. 

● Highway 101 should have a shoulder for bike route in its entirety. 
● The whole highway from Gibsons to Sechelt should have a proper smooth rock free bike lane. 
● The section of highway near cliff gilker park is very narrow and the shoulder is in terrible 

condition and usually covered in debris.  
● Highway 101 from Trout Lake to Leaning Tree Road is in terrible condition. This area is 

filled with potholes on both sides of the highway and in some places the "bike lane" is less 
than 12" wide. Impossible to ride on the right of the white line and dangerous to navigate all 
the potholes. 

● Entrance to Sechelt at Police station corner when riding from West Sechelt. An easy fix as 
the shoulder completely disappears for 150feet. I have been clipped on my elbow here. 
 Also the aaaa farmers market are still blocking the shoulder with their big sign.  

● Some residential streets have a speed limit of 30k while others are 50k. I believe all 
residential side streets should have a speed limit of 30 which will make all safer for both 
pedestrians and cyclists without adversely impacting local traffic.  

● There should be a cycle path, perhaps along/under the hydro lines from ferry to ferry with 
various accesses down to the various communities. We don't need to be cycling along the 
highway but we need a route that we can cycle from ferry to ferry that is NOT a mountain 
bike trail.  

● Please clean the sides of roads on a more regular basis. Very dangerous with gravel and 
other hazards on the road. Section of highway between Sechelt and Halfmoon Bay is terrible, 
potholes, narrow shoulders. 

● The S curves on Sechelt Inlet Road. Very dangerous section.  
● Keeping bike lanes free of debris. 
● The unpaved patch below the cemetery, where the road washed out 5 months ago, has been 

responsible for at least one cyclist crashing, concussion, and taken to ER. And 50% of cars 
no longer slow for it...they plough through creating a dust storm. Time to repave it and 
restore the bike lane. 
I used to ride into Gibsons from the Creek 2 or 3 times a week....but since the stats show 
texting drivers kill as many, if not more, of us than drunk drivers, I hesitate to ride on HWY 
101. A separated path would take up no more room than bike lanes in both directions....lets 
redraw the white lines and form a physical barrier between cars and bikes/pedestrians. 
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● Chaster and Pratt needs a light NOW. Already way busier and now the gravel/dump trucks 
for Gospel Rock have started coming down Chaster off Pratt.  

● We absolutely need a dedicated bike lane along Highway 101 from Oceanview to Wilson 
Creek, and beyond really. This is critical infrastructure for both local transportation and 
tourist-supported business.  

● There are bike lanes in Langdale but they are so poorly maintained that they are dangerous 
for users. In addition jurisdiction is confusing. Who owns them? The SCRD or MOTI? 

● Davis bay hill in both directions. No shoulders. I usually detour via Havies, Greer, laurel.  
● The Active Travel School Project identified 20 high needs locations in or near Gibsons. A 

pedestrian activated crossing at Hillcrest across North Road would help. Allow only right 
hand turns out of Gibsons Elementary School (GES). Create a formal O'Shea Dropoff Zone 
below GES by extending sidewalks from existing all the way to North Road, add speed bump 
crosswalk and improved signage. Add a Solar powered 2 way Radar Speed Feedback sign at 
Gibsons Elementary school to reduce speeding and increase safety for students travelling on 
foot, by bike. Add a crosswalk on Gibsons Way (between Crucil and Martin Road) to provide 
a clearly marked safe crossing spot. Add full sidewalk from Gibsons Way up to Hillcrest on 
Crucil Road. Last but not least add a clear turning vehicles yield to cyclists sign at the stop 
sign on O'Shea Road at Shaw Road (for vehicles turning onto Shaw towards Sunnycrest). 

● I am absolutely dumbfounded that this survey does not include the most dangerous stretch of 
pedestrian road in Gibsons/Area E: Gower Point Road around Gospel Rock towards Secret 
Beach. I do understand that the Town of Gibsons is working with the developer of Gospel 
Rock area on a plan for this area, but what is needed is strong advocacy for the safety of 
walkers/cyclists here from the experts: the people who use this road.  

● The quality of paving and maintenance needs to be improved. 
● Any plans for Madeira Park and Pender Harbour? Our roads are narrow with ery few 

shoulders. How about a continuous loop for the trail/path around Lillies Lake? 
● Redroofs road in Halfmoon Bay between Fawn and Highway 101 has multiple sunken holes 

requiring repair. 
● Make the boulevard in Sechelt car free. Traffic light and crosswalk lights  

 at Shorncliff and Teredo. 
● Westbound on Reed from Highway 101. 
● Try to keep road gravel off bike lane.  
● Pedestrian crossings are always risky where it is difficult for cars to turn left.  

1. A left turn light is needed for cars turning into Sunnycrest Mall in front of GBS / Home 
Hardware; I have seen drivers trying to sneak through the heavy traffic and nearly hit 
pedestrians including myself (with the 'Walk light' on!). 
2. Until a bypass highway is built between Langdale and Sechelt, we need a bike / pedestrian 
pathway as they have for 1.5km between Roberts Creek Road and Pell Road. Then you will 
have more cyclists riding as this is safer and not as intimidating as cars passing you within a 
metre along our present bike lane. I have ridden between Langdale and Sechelt many times 
but it is a risk with every driver needing to be fully driving only and not distracted. 
3. Road shoulder maintenance (well-marked lines) and bike path cleaning (gravel, debris 
and vegetation) on a regular occurence is a must to ensure bikers can stay in their lane and 
not need to veer around the obstacles into traffic.Thanks!! 
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● Pedestrian controlled crossing lights across 101 at the corner of 101 and Shorncliffe in 
Sechelt. This is a blind crossing for vehicles both coming through and into Sechelt due to the 
layout of the corner and the hill coming into Sechelt. 

● Covered by survey. As a retired civil engineer, I would be willing to work on bike lane 
projects. Contact Phil Graham, 604-741-1449. 

● There are signs in highway101 eg near rona in pender harbour that are very misleading 
saying its a cycle route , isn't this v dangerous to suggest such ? cycle tourists will then have 
high expectations, and car drivers, residents and tourists are put at risk too as the turns and 
rocky bluffs do not allow room for any shoulder path. Also cyclists on a shoulder can be 
going into the road unexpectedly e.g. in HMB on Highway 101 between brooks road and 
homesite creek the shoulder abruptly stops. The main road Highway 101 is not somewhere to 
publicly advertise or recommend as a long distance or touring cycle route. 

● I would like to see the bike lane extended on the highway between Homesite Creek and Sans 
Souci road. It is a very dangerous place to ride a bike as there is no shoulder. I have almost 
been hit on that stretch many times.  

● Please maintain between west Sechelt to Pender Harbour,too. I started to ride between 
Brooks road to Sechelt a few years ago, and I recognized some places are quite dangerous. 
e.g. coming up hill on Highway 101 from Brooks road to Trout Lake ( some shoulder is 
narrow, especially no shoulder beside the concrete barrier ), after Tapps rd.( no shoulder for 
curve ), coming down to Redrooffs rd ( shoulder is narrow), after enter to Sechelt some place 
is narrow shoulder. When you ride from Sechelt to the north, you'll notice it's quite narrow 
shoulder around West Sechelt, and some shoulders need to be maintained because there are 
some cracks on the shoulders. I would like to ride more, but it is quite scary to ride on 
Highway 101. 
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Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, survey respondents clearly indicated that: 
 

● Much of the cycling and walking infrastructure on Sunshine Coast roadways is unsafe or 
not enjoyable in many locations.  

● There is inadequate separation for pedestrians and cyclists from vehicles and dangerous 
highway crossings. 

● Road shoulders are poorly-constructed and not maintained.  
● There is a strong demand for a continuous coast-wide cycle route completely separated 

from vehicle travel.  
 
Key actions to rectify these issues include:  
 

● The rapid completion of bikeable shoulders along Highway 101 
● Regular ongoing maintenance of these shoulders, and  
● Creation of a continuous non-highway route using secondary roads. 

 
TraC looks forward to working with the BC Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure and 
local government to address these issues in a timely manner.   


