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Background

Walking or cycling on the Sunshine Coast can range from safe and 

enjoyable to very dangerous, depending on the user and the location.  

Unfortunately, certain high-risk locations are unavoidable and still a 

part of many trips. In early 2020, members of TraC met with regional 

management at the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI) 

to review active transportation infrastructure issues. One item discussed 

was the Community Safety Enhancement Program. Under this program 

active transportation enhancement projects are chosen by MOTI 

through consultation with local governments and law enforcement.

In June 2020 TraC developed a survey to provide more information 

regarding active transportation infrastructure needs on the Sunshine 

Coast. The survey identified twelve locations of concern and asked 

respondents to indicate which ones posed the highest risk to cyclists 

and pedestrians. The survey was distributed to over 1,000 subscribers 

on TraC’s mailing list A public notice was also placed in the local 

newspaper inviting all coastal residents to participate.

a call to action
Survey respondents clearly indicated that:

■    Much of the cycling and walking infrastructure on Sunshine Coast 

roadways is unsafe or not enjoyable in locations.

■    There is inadequate separation from vehicles and dangerous 

highway crossings.

■    Road shoulders are poorly-constructed and not maintained.

■    There is a strong demand for a continuous coast-wide cycle route 

completely separated from vehicle travel.
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Marine Drive between Gibsons and Langdale ferry (Gibsons/Area F)

Hwy 101 shoulder on eastbound lane from Selma Park to Radcliffe
Rd (Wilson Creek)

Hwy 101 multi-use path from Pratt Road to Oceanview Drive (Area
E)

Hwy 101 at Poplars Trailer Park (Area E)

Gibsons Way from School Rd to Sunnycrest Rd. (Gibsons)

Hwy 101 at Oceanview Dr (Area E)

Lower Road shoulder widening and completion ocean side (Roberts
Creek)

Hwy 101 and Wharf westbound cycling (Sechelt)

Highway 101 at Oldershaw Road westbound (Roberts Creek)

North Rd from Hillcrest to School Road southbound bike lane
(Gibsons)

Lower Road Advisory Bike Lane (Roberts Creek)

Hwy 101 and Marleen Road (Roberts Creek)

High priority Medium priority Low priority Buffer No opinion Buffer

Responses varied by where respondents lived, but Marine Drive between 
Gibsons and the Langdale ferry and Highway 101 in Wilson Creek were indicated 
as the highest priority areas for improvement among all respondents.

N=196

Responses varied by where respondents lived, but Marine Drive between Gibsons 
and the Langdale ferry and Highway 101 in Wilson Creek were indicated as the 

highest priority areas for improvement among all respondents.

N=196

Key actions to rectify these issues include: 
■    The rapid completion of bikeable shoulders along Highway 101.

■    Regular ongoing maintenance of these shoulders.

■    Creation of a continuous coast-wide non-highway route using secondary roads.

To view an interactive version of this chart visit http://transportationchoices.ca/wp/survey-results-2020

For a more detailed version of this report visit 

http://transportationchoices.ca/wp/survey-results-2020/

http://transportationchoices.ca/wp/survey-results-2020/
http://transportationchoices.ca/wp/survey-results-2020/
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Overview

“The road is so narrow and often 
has piled up debris - urgently 

needs improvement.”

1

Marine Dr between Town of Gibsons 
and Langdale ferry

“Heavy ferry traffic and lots of foot 
traffic makes this a danger zone.”

5

Gibsons Way from School Rd to 
Sunnycrest Rd

“The sight lines on this part of the 
highway are extremely poor (on a corner, 

with a hill, and a blind intersection).”

9

Hwy 101 westbound at Oldershaw Road

“Most adults I talk to tell me they 
don’t cycle along the highway 

because it is too dangerous with cars 
going over 80km.”

3

Hwy 101 multi-use path from Pratt Rd 
to Oceanview Dr

“This shoulder is high use often with 
young children and families. Widening 

will greatly reduce risk to all users.”

7

Lower Rd oceanside shoulder

“Repairing the shoulder or outer areas 
of the roadway would likely suffice.”

11

Lower Rd Advisory Bike Lane

“I have ridden it for 25 years with 
many close calls and one sideswipe 

hit...does not allow riding and large 
trucks side by side.”

2

Hwy 101 eastbound from Selma Park Rd 
to Nestman Rd

“The speed limit should be dropped 
to 50km/h...there are always people 

on the highway either walking, 
running, or bicycling.”

6

Hwy 101 at Oceanview Dr

“With a high school and an elementary 
school in close proximity, either one 
separated path or bike lanes in both 

directions is needed.”

10

North Rd southbound from Hillcrest Rd 
to School Rd

“Very difficult to cross during high 
traffic times, feel like I’m risking my life 
every time...won’t let my child ride his 

bike to school due to crossing risk.”

4

Hwy 101 at Poplars Trailer Park

“A green bike lane is a good idea 
as this is a heavy traffic congestion 

area with many left and right turns, 
including pedestrians.”

8

Hwy 101 and Wharf St westbound

“Putting crossing lights at Flume and 
Highway 101 might be even better as 

it is a dangerous intersection.”

12

Hwy 101 and Marlene Rd
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Overview + Survey Respondents

Most respondents 
cycled on the Coast.

Row Labels Count of Do you cycle on the Sunshine Coast?
Yes 92%
No 8%
Grand Total 100.00%

Cyclist
92%

Non-
cyclist

8%

Most respondents cycled on the Coast.

n=195

Only one quarter of respondents were 
TraC members.

Row Labels Count of Are you a member of TraC?
Yes 24%
Don't know 19%
No 57%
Grand Total 100%

Member
24%

Don't know
19%

Non-member
57%

Only one quarter of respondents were TraC members. 

n=195

Row Labels Count of How often do you ride your bike?
I do not cycle 6%
Several times a year 9%
Several times a month 11%
Once a week 9%
2 - 3 days per week 28%
4 - 6 days per week 24%
Daily 12%
Grand Total 100%

6%

9%

11%

9%

28%

24%

12%

I do not cycle

Several times a year

Several times a month

Once a week

2 - 3 days per week

4 - 6 days per week

Daily

Two-thirds of respondents cycled twice a week or more.

n=195
N=195

Two thirds of respondents cycled twice a week or more.

% respondents
I do not cycle 10 5%
Other 15 8%
Primary form of transportation 21 11%
Commuting to work or school 74 38%
Shopping 90 46%
Exercise 145 74%
Recreation 161 83%
Total respondents 516
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11%

38%

46%

74%

83%

I do not cycle

Other

Primary form of
transportation

Commuting to work or school

Shopping

Exercise

Recreation

Most respondents cycled for recreation or exercise. Almost half use 
their bicycle for shopping. 

n=193
N=193

Most respondents cycled for recreation or exercise. 
Almost half use their bicycle for shopping.

Row Labels Count of Where do you live?
Sechelt Indian Government District 1%
Other 1%
Area A - Egmont/Pender Harbour 2%
Area B - Halfmoon Bay 7%
Area F - West Howe Sound 9%
Area E - Elphinstone 15%
District of Sechelt 20%
Town of Gibsons 22%
Area D - Roberts Creek 23%
Grand Total 100%

2%

7%

9%

15%

20%

22%

23%

Sechelt Indian Government District

Other

Area A - Egmont/Pender Harbour

Area B - Halfmoon Bay

Area F - West Howe Sound

Area E - Elphinstone

District of Sechelt

Town of Gibsons

Area D - Roberts Creek

Most respondents lived in Roberts Creek, Gibsons, or Sechelt.

n=196

N=196

Most respondents lived in Roberts Creek, Gibsons, or Sechelt.

A total of 196 respondents completed the survey. The 

majority of survey respondents lived in Roberts Creek, 

Gibsons, or Sechelt. Ninety-two percent of respondents 

cycled on the coast, with two-thirds of these cycling 

twice a week or more. Most respondents cycled for 

recreation or exercise, but almost half use their bicycle 

for shopping as well. Only 24% were members of TraC.
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Recommendations

Infrastructure Improvements by Priority, Type, and Responsibility

Improvement Gibsons Area MOTI/SCRD Sechelt Area

Bike lanes 1. Marine Drive between Town 
of Gibsons and Langdale Ferry

1. Marine Drive between Town 
of Gibsons and Langdale Ferry

Reed Road Reed Road

6. Gibsons Way from School 
Rd. to Sunnycrest Rd.

6. Gibsons Way from School 
Rd. to Sunnycrest Rd.

10. North Rd from Hillcrest to 
School Road

10. North Rd from Hillcrest 
to School Road

7. Lower Road ocean-side

8. Highway 101 at Oldershaw 
Road westbound

2. Highway 101 from Selma 
Park to Radcliffe Rd.

2. Highway 101 from Selma 
Park to Radcliffe Rd.

Pedestrian 
crossings

3. Highway 101 at 
Oceanview Dr

5. Highway 101 at 
Poplars Trailer Park

12. Highway 101 and 
Marlene or Flume Road

Multi-use Path 4. Highway 101 from Pratt 
Road to Oceanview Drive

intersection 
iMProveMent

9. Highway 101 and Wharf St. 
westbound cycling

9. Highway 101 and Wharf St. 
westbound cycling

Complete bikeable shoulders 
along Highway 101.
This is the primary connector between 
our communities for commuter 
and recreational cycling. The lack 
of continuous and well-constructed 
bikeable shoulders forces cyclists into 
the vehicle lane. This is a hazard that 
deters many potential users.

Conduct regular maintenance 
of all shoulders.
Poor maintenance is a top concern 
of cyclists. Gravel on shoulders and 
intersections, broken pavement and 
overhanging vegetation can pose a 
serious safety risk to cyclists. Increased 
monitoring and timely maintenance to 
eliminate these hazards could quickly 
increase user confidence the shoulders 
are safe to use.

Create a continuous North-
South non-highway route 
using secondary roads.
A route using secondary roads and 
off-highway paths to connect all 
Sunshine Coast communities will 
provide an alternative for people 
uncomfortable with the high speeds 
and volumes of Highways 101.
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Results > Marine Dr between Town of Gibsons and Langdale ferry

Overview
Marine Drive is a key active travel connection between Langdale and Gibsons since 

it avoids the steep and sustained climbs of other routes, and is also important for 

local travel to beaches and trails. The lack of continuous shoulder, heavy ferry traffic, 

and poor maintenance prevent all but the most intrepid of cyclists and pedestrians 

from using this route. This significantly impedes active travel within and between 

neighbourhoods along this route, including reaching the Langdale ferry. This section 

was identified as a priority in the 2011 SCRD Integrated Transportation Study and 

includes a number of easily implemented and low cost recommendations.

current conditions
■     Discontinuous shoulders often with abrupt 

and unsigned endings.

■     High vehicle volumes and often excessive 
speeds as vehicles ‘rush’ to and from the 
ferry.

■     Cyclists and pedestrians are often forced 
into the vehicle lane by the narrow shoulder, 
overhanging vegetation, and/or gravel. 

Recommendations 

■     Complete shoulder widening.

■     Implement measures to slow vehicle speeds 
and reduce volumes.

■     Increase frequency of shoulder sweeping, 
particularly during winter.

“I’d argue that this shoulder is not maintained 
well enough 12 months of the year, not just in 
the fall/winter.”

“People drive far too fast on this section 
of road. At this point you basically have to 
leap into the ditch or hope you’re close to a 
driveway to pull into if there are cars coming in 
both directions.”
 
“This should be a very high priority.”

1
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Results > Hwy 101 eastbound from Selma Park Rd to Nestman Rd

Overview
Although the eastbound shoulder has been improved and widened between Selma 

Park Rd. and Nestman Rd., it is to a very low standard and the improvements result 

in patchwork conditions. The worst remaining stretch of shoulder in this area is past 

Nestman Rd. from Heather Rd. down the hill to Chapman Rd. For this section, there 

is little to no shoulder on the eastbound (ocean-side) lane on Highway 101 plus steep 

sloping driveways and drainage curbs creating hazards.

current situation
■   Generally narrow highway shoulder.

■      Frequent variations in width and surface of 
the shoulder.

■     Steep driveways cross the shoulder.

■     A cyclist must watch for variations in the 
shoulder width, quality and slope while also 
focusing on traffic; missing either could 
have dangerous consequences.

■     A raised drainage curb is installed on the 
outside of the shoulder.

■     Can destabilize cyclists if they wander off 
the narrow shoulder.

■    Cyclists have to choose between two 
dangers: cycling close to the curb or close 
to the traffic.

Recommendations 

■     Create a marked and paved shoulder of an 
adequate and consistent width and quality 
over this section of highway.

■     Remove the drainage bar on the side of the 
shoulder; deal with drainage in a way that 
doesn’t introduce a risk to cyclists.

“This section is really frightening to ride on 
with large vehicles passing and the hazard of 
many driveways to watch out for. I stopped 
bike commuting a couple years ago due to this 
section of road.”

“Going east downhill into Davis Bay there 
are raised rain deflectors especially hazardous 
to bikes.”

“This is definitely a scary place to walk or bike 
along the highway.”

2
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Results > Hwy 101 multi-use path from Pratt Rd to Oceanview Dr

Overview
The Highway 101 corridor remains the primary active travel route between the 

Oceanview, Poplars and Veterans neighbourhoods and Gibsons, as well as the only 

connection to Lower Road. Cycling and pedestrian usage is relatively high. An off-

highway cycling and walking path would encourage all-ages-and-abilities active 

travel between Gibsons and the majority of residents along this corridor. Active 

travel could increase significantly given it is a short and level ride/walk to Gibsons 

and shops and services. A multi-use path on the south side of Highway 101 would 

also reduce the need for cyclists and pedestrians to cross Highway 101 since most 

neighbourhoods are to the south of the highway.

current conditions
■     High vehicle speeds (50-80 km/h) and 

relatively high pedestrian and cycling usage.

■     Cyclists and pedestrians share the 1.5 m 
paved shoulder east of Veterans Road and 
west of Hough. This often forces cyclists or 
pedestrians passing each other to enter the 
vehicle travel lanes.

■     The frontage road between Hough and 
Veterans provides off-highway travel for 
part of this section.

■     The path from Oceanview to Pine Street 
is not built to active travel standards and 
currently prohibits cycling.

■     It is dangerous and difficult to cross the 
highway due to the lack of crosswalks, 
high vehicle speeds and volumes, and 
wide intersections.

■      Highway shoulder widths do not meet 
present MOTI active travel guidelines for 
this section.

Recommendations
■     Build a multi-use path between Pratt and 

Hough on the south side of Highway 101.

■      Improve Carmen Rd. between Hough and 
King to prioritize active travel.

■     Build a multi-use path between King and 
Oceanview on the south side of Highway 
101.

■      Improve the existing trail linking Oceanview 
to Pine Rd.

“This would make it much safer for pedestrians 
and cyclists as vehicles travel at such high 
speeds in this section since there isn’t a 
traffic light for quite a long stretch.”

“Essential for safe travel between communities. 
Top priority as highway sharing dangerous and 
unpleasant.”

“This would be amazing! This stretch of road 
is scary.”

3
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Results > Hwy 101 at Poplars Trailer Park

Overview
This intersection sees high use by pedestrians accessing the transit stop on the 

north side of Highway 101 from the Poplars Trailer Park. It is also an unsanctioned 

pedestrian access to the Bonniebrook Heights neighbourhood. There has been a 

fatality here of a transit user crossing the highway. A pedestrian activated light would 

greatly increase the safety of pedestrians crossing Highway 101. This was also listed 

as a priority in the 2011 SCRD Integrated Transportation Study.

current conditions
■      High pedestrian and transit use by residents 

of the Poplars Trailer Park.

■     High vehicle speeds (80 km/h) and volume 
creates a dangerous and difficult highway 
crossing between the trailer park and 
westbound transit stop.

Recommendations
■       Install a pedestrian-activated light at the 

entrance to the Poplars Trailer Park.

■     Residents and local government have long 
advocated for reducing highway speeds 
from 80 to 60 km/h along this section.

“Instead of a traffic light, change the speed 
limit from 80 km/h to 60 km/h.”

“Pedestrian-way, not stop lights please.”
 
“I live at Poplars & have a 7 yr old. I can’t tell 
you how many times we’ve almost been hit by 
cars that drive on the shoulder passing a car 
that is turning into the Park. We take our life in 
our hands every day of the school year.”

“A bus stop across from a trailer park warrants 
at least as much, if not more, priority as the 
pedestrian light at Brookmere Park in Sechelt.”

4
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Results > Gibsons Way from School Rd to Sunnycrest Rd

Overview
Highway 101/Gibsons Way has some of the highest traffic volumes on the Sunshine 

Coast and is also a key active travel route to access area schools, services and 

commercial destinations. A bike lane in this section would allow continuous cycling 

access along Gibsons Way. This is a key active transportation connector that has been 

flagged as a barrier to increased active transportation. The current shared lane cycling 

accommodations are inadequate for all but experienced cyclists.

current conditions
■    Cyclists must share vehicle lanes between 

Sunnycrest and School Rd due to insufficient 
road width for 1.5 m bike lanes in both 
directions.

■    Prior to line painting following the recent 
Highway 101 repaving, 1.5 m bike lanes 
extended from Sunnycrest to Pratt in both 
directions. The lane widths have now 
changed and there is no certainty that bike 
lane markings will be re-painted.

■    Two elementary and secondary schools front 
Gibsons Way.

Recommendations
■    Install protected bike lanes on both sides 

of Gibsons Way between School Rd. and 
Sunnycrest Rd.

■        Reconfigure existing lanes to allow for 
protected bike lanes along the remainder 
of Gibsons Way to provide an all-ages-and-
abilities connection through Gibsons.

“I’ve felt very scared cycling here during 
ferry traffic.”

“Agree: current shared lane accommodations 
are inadequate.”

“Separating traffic is a good idea in this area as 
riders are slow on the hill compared to cars.”

“Yes, it is short and used to connect students 
and families to school and work. I bike this 
often and it could use minor improvements to 
make it feel safer.”

5
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Results > Hwy 101 at Oceanview Dr

Overview
The Oceanview Drive intersection is the sole access to 73 housing units in the 

Woodcreek Park neighbourhood, which is an easy and flat 2 km cycle trip to 

Gibsons. The high vehicle speeds combined with four-lanes at this location creates 

dangerous crossing conditions for cyclists traveling to and from this neighbourhood, 

as well as for pedestrians accessing the westbound transit stop. This represents a 

significant barrier to increased active travel for this neighbourhood. There has been 

another pedestrian fatality in this location.

current conditions
■    Wide crossing distance (2 travel lanes and 

2 turning lanes).

■   High vehicle speeds (80km/h zone).

■   Only access for a 73-unit subdivision.

Recommendations
■    Install a pedestrian-activated light to provide 

safe crossing conditions for pedestrians 
accessing the westbound transit stop from 
the Woodcreek Park neighbourhood. This 
would also serve cyclists needing to cross 
Highway 101 to access Woodcreek Park.

■    A crossing light at this location could also 
serve cyclists accessing Lower Road through 
the Woodcreek Park trail.

“Instead of a traffic light, change the speed limit from 80 km/h 
to 60 km/h.”

“I live right near the Poplars and have noticed the amount of 
pedestrian traffic along this corridor has increased substantially, 
while the road has deteriorated, making this corridor quite 
unsafe. I’ve witnessed traffic (ferry) doing 80 km/h along this 
stretch and to avoid getting “stuck” behind left-turning vehicles 
at the Poplars, cars maintain 80 km/h and veer into the bus stop. 
It’s only a matter of time before MOTI has another pedestrian 
fatality on their hands.”

“Yes, to a light here and at Poplars Trailer park and Veterans/
Henry Road. I am very sure you will get the backing of 
Elphinstone Community Association on this as well.”

“Too many drivers go 100 km/h instead of 80 km/h so 
pedestrians misjudge how much time they have to cross the 
highway. A 16 year old was also killed crossing the highway at 
Highland Rd. 25 years ago.”

6
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Results > Lower Rd oceanside shoulder

Overview
Lower Road provides an alternative active travel route to Highway 101 for those 

uncomfortable with high vehicle speeds. It is used by a wide range of cyclists and 

pedestrians in spite of the incomplete wide shoulder on the ocean-side and no 

shoulder on the upland side. The SCRD has historically funded shoulder widening 

on the ocean-side shoulder to improve conditions for cyclists and pedestrians. 

After more than a decade on this project, a number of sections remain incomplete. 

Completing the ocean-side wide shoulder would allow continuous pedestrian and 

eastbound cycling access between Highway 101 and Roberts Creek road.

current conditions
■      Discontinuous 1.5 to 2 m wide shoulder on 

the ocean-side of Lower Rd.

■     High use by both pedestrians and cyclists.

■     A maximum of 50 km/h would make this a 
more comfortable active travel route along 
this corridor as well as for local travel within 
Roberts Creek than Highway 101.

Recommendations
■    Complete the missing sections on the 

ocean-side of Lower Rd. with shoulders 
at least 1.5m wide.

“ABSOLUTELY, this should be worked on 
immediately. And a lot more speed limit signs, 
many people drive 70-90 km/h on Lower 
Road.”

“This road is used by school children to get to 
and from home to school. Having to go onto 
the road in sections is dangerous for the kids.”

“This road is used a lot by experienced and 
inexperienced riders (kids, elders). The sudden 
ending of pavement, or broken pavement 
comes on fast. Parked vehicles on the bike lane 
is also an issue.”

7
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Results > Hwy 101 and Wharf St westbound

Overview
This is an extremely busy intersection with complicated lane turning restrictions and 

variable and complex traffic light order and timing. All traffic between the upper and 

lower coast goes through this intersection including many large commercial vehicles.

current conditions
■   �No bike lane markings on the highway to 

the east of the intersection.

■      Drivers are focused on watching for 
unpredictable signals and conflicting car 
traffic and may miss seeing pedestrians and 
cyclists.

■       A simultaneous green light creates conflict 
between cars turning right off the highway 
and left off of Dolphin St. onto Northbound 
Wharf Ave. and pedestrians and cyclists 
proceeding west through the intersection 
to Dolphin St.

Recommendations
■   �Re-allocate lane space to provide painted 

bike lanes on highway east of intersection 
(both sides) and through intersection.

■   �Provide westbound bike lane on Dolphin St 
immediately west of intersection to connect 
with existing bike path on Dolphin St., to 
eliminate current gap in the bike lane.

■   �Investigate improvements to signal timing to 
avoid pedestrian/cyclist conflicts with cars.

“This is a terrible intersection for walking, cycling, 
and driving. Would like to see separated bike lanes, 
elevated sidewalks for pedestrians, and calming of 
vehicle traffic.”

“That is a crazy and busy intersection. Any changes 
that would improve safety should be undertaken.”

“Very bad intersection for pedestrians for years. I’ve 
almost been hit 3 times while crossing with my right 
of way. I know people who have been hit there and 
one fatality. Suggest an observation study of traffic 
and pedestrian activity for that intersection. Cars 
aim to turn right even on red light without noticing 
pedestrians just stepping out. It is very scary.”

8
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Results > Hwy 101 westbound at Oldershaw Road

Overview
MOTI has funded small scale shoulder widening projects on Highway 101. In 2019, 

a key westbound section of Highway 101 from Conrad Road to a point past the 

former “Penn Pub’’ was widened. Continued shoulder widening from the end of the 

2019 project to Oldershaw Road will improve this uphill section of road. Cyclists are 

particularly vulnerable on the uphill approach to Oldershaw due to the absence of a 

paved shoulder and their reduced stability while riding at slow speeds uphill.

current conditions
■         Inadequate shoulder on the approach to 

Oldershaw for cyclists to remain to the right 
of the fog line.

■         High vehicle speeds (80 km/h) and volume.

■         Poor sightlines due to the hills and curves.

Recommendations
■         Complete shoulder widening.

■      While any additional shoulder width will 
improve conditions, a 2 m width free of 
pavement joints should be considered a 
minimum considering that cyclists traveling 
slowly uphill tend to wobble.

“Only if done PROPERLY, as most shoulder add-ons are 
washboard. Makes you not use the addition due to bumps.”
 
“The quality of work to-date to add shoulders to 101 is 
of such poor quality (so many seams and dips that collect 
debris) that I’m not in favour of spending more money for 
such a poor result where there is an alternate route, in this 
case Lower Road. Do it properly or spend the money on 
something that can be done properly.”

“If they do the road widening properly that would be great. 
I find the way they do it right now makes it dangerous as 
the joining gets eroded, as well since they don’t ever clean 
the shoulders everyone needs a gravel bike with wide tires 
to actually ride on the shoulder anyways.”

9
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Results > North Rd southbound from Hillcrest Rd to School Rd

Overview
MOTI and the Town of Gibson have agreed to install a bike lane for southbound 

travel on North Rd. between Reed and Hillcrest Rd. as part of the Highway 101 

repaving project. There is insufficient road width to continue the bike lane south to 

Gibsons Way and maintain the three travel lanes. An extended southbound bike lane 

would allow continuous cycling access in both directions from School Rd. to Reed 

Rd. This is a key active transportation connector that has been flagged as a barrier 

to increased active transportation, particularly for youth travel to school. Completing 

this active travel route has the potential to significantly increase student walking and 

cycling rates.

current conditions
■         Existing 1.5-3m bike lane for northbound 

travel between School Rd. and Reed Rd.

■         Proposed bike lane for southbound travel 
between Reed Rd. and Hillcrest.

■         Shared lane cycling southbound between 
Hillcrest and School Rd.

■         High traffic volumes that include large 
commercial vehicles.

■         Primary school route for several 
neighbourhoods.

Recommendations
■         Construct an all-ages-and-abilities cycling 

lane for southbound travel to complete the 
Reed Rd. to School Rd. active travel route.

■         Maintain sidewalks on both sides of 
North Rd.

“This would improve safety for children cycling to 
both schools.”

“Traffic coming off the ferry is still in Lower Mainland 
speeding mode, having a separate lane not only 
slows vehicles down but provides safety for bicyclists 
of all ages.”

“Given the Active Transportation [report] by the Town 
of Gibsons - this was identified as a key safety need 
for cyclists.”

10
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Results > Lower Rd Advisory Bike Lane

Overview
Lower Rd. provides a relatively safe and convenient alternative for active travel 
through and within Roberts Creek. While more comfortable and safe than using 
Highway 101, Lower Rd. only has a wide shoulder on the ocean-side. Shoulder 
widening on the upland side has been seen as too costly due to having to relocate a 
ditch. This has stalled any improvements for westbound cycling. The survey included 
an Advisory Bike Lane option, which would provide a dedicated space for cycling 
in both directions at reduced cost compared to adding a westbound cycling lane. 
However, survey respondents had mixed views about this idea, and it is questionable 
whether this option would improve safety for cyclists given current vehicle volumes 
and speeds on Lower Road. An advisory bike lane would also not address pedestrian 
safety. Based on the survey results, there would appear to be much stronger support 
for completion of bike lane/walking shoulders on both sides of Lower Road.

current conditions
 ■        Popular cycling and walking route for 

regional and local travel.

 ■        Mostly complete wide shoulder on the 
ocean-side between Roberts Creek Rd. 
and Highway 101.

 ■        No shoulder on upland side.

 ■        Low vehicle speeds (50km/h).

 ■        No current plans to add 
shoulders on upland side.

Recommendations
 ■        Prioritize Lower Rd. for active travel.

 ■        Consider traffic calming to maintain 
low vehicle speeds and volume.

“Drivers would be confused on where to go when oncoming 
traffic appeared with or without cyclists or pedestrians on the 
road.”

“I’m an e-biker and I usually travel well out in the traffic lane 
because there is no shoulder. This option looks very doable 
and as you say cost effective.”

There are a lot of “dips” along the edge of the roadway that 
result in cyclists moving further out to the middle of the traffic 
route. Just improve all the sinkholes, edge cracks, and uneven 
shoulders....cars will thank you too!”

“I think alternate markings on the road are confusing and 
dangerous. We have seen a lot of near accidents on the Shaw 
Road changes to traffic. People don’t understand how to use 
it, and it becomes more dangerous for everyone.”
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Results > Hwy 101 and Marlene Rd

Overview
It is difficult for transit users, pedestrians and cyclists to safely cross Highway 101 

at Marlene. This is particularly important for accessing the westbound transit stop 

on Highway 101 from Marlene Rd. This would also assist westbound cyclists using 

Beach Avenue to continue west on Highway 101. Flume Road, immediately to the 

west of Marlene, also has a transit stop, is an equally important crossing point for 

pedestrians and cyclists and has been identified for upgrades as part of MOTI’s 

corridor review study.

current conditions
■        Transit stops at Marlene and Flume Roads.

■        High vehicle speeds (80 km/h) and poor 
sightlines.

■        No pedestrian crossing at either intersection.

Recommendation
■        Install a pedestrian activated crossing light 

at Marlene Rd. or Flume Rd. as part of the 
intersection upgrades recommended in the 
corridor review study.

“Traffic circle!”
 
“Putting crossing lights at Flume and Highway 
101 might be even better as it is a dangerous 
intersection.”

“Flume Rd makes more sense to me - and also 
flashing but activation for auto crossing as well. 
Now that Marlene is the bus stop, yes. Plus it 
would help slow traffic traveling over 80km/h.”
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BECOME A MEMBER

For only $10 per year, you can help support our 
vision for more sustainable transportation initiatives 
on the Sunshine Coast. Members get the benefit of 
joining a unique group of enthusiastic individuals 
working together to improve walking, cycling, and 
transit options in our community through education, 
advocacy, and fun member-events.

go to: http://transportationchoices.ca/wp/join-us/

Our Mission

■   To advocate for and assist with the 
prioritizing, planning and delivery 
of alternative transportation 
initiatives and a multi-modal 
transportation network throughout 
the Sunshine Coast;

■   To promote a range of alternatives 
to private vehicles, including 
cycling, walking, and transit, such 
that they become an enjoyable and 
efficient means of transportation 
for residents of all ages and 
abilities;

■   To reduce our carbon footprint 
and improve livability on the 
Sunshine Coast.


